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Ministry ot rxterni Affairs 
Of no Section ) 



As desired by FS, I asked Shri N. Ravi, DCM T Tokyo to send 
Missions's file relating to enquiry on Netnji’s death. I was given to 
understand that the Mission has one file which contains detailed 
correspondence of between Ambassador B.R. Sen and Shri S. Dutt, 
the then FS, It an pears that the Mission’s record is far more 
comprehensive n , ome of the letter^ documents quoted by Shri Ravi thus 
not form ^ par t of ©nr NGO recor d. While F have advised Shri Ravi to 
t-end the file by a special bag, a former telegram needs to be issued to 
authorise him to do so. The same is being sent as a TS telegram which 
FS may like to see before issue. 

Shri Ravi is trying to sand the JHe in a Category A bag by 
tomorrow be. 2M.ft.hb. Arrangements for collection of the bag from Air 
India is being worked out separately . 

May kindly see. 
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Ministry of Externl Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


As desired by F!i, our Mission's file reiatinq to enquiry on Netaji's 
dentil received horn IX: M. Tokyo was opened by me. The file contains a 
report r egmdlng Netaji's death forwarded to our Mission in Tokyo by the 
Japanese Foreign Office vide their Note Ver bale No. 24/A4 dated 31.1.1956. 

A copy nl Fnqtish translation of the original said Note Verbaie was 
handed over per sonally to Ms. Omtta Paul, OSD(FAM) today at 1200 hours. 
Ghe will put up the report to FAM as he wishes to see the same. As this 
was tal en from a TS file I have asked her to return the same to me 
after EAM’s perusal. 

For information. 
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As directed by Dir(CNV) photocopy has been taken of 
Embassy of India, Tokyo F . No . 5{ 1 )NGO- I . Photocopy has also 
been taken of their part file No_ 5( 1 )NGO- I ( Amb/FS-I I/S6) 
which was forwarded alongwith the abovequoted file^ by 
Embassy of India, Tokyo* 

We may, if approved, return the documents to Embassy of 
India, Tokyo as per DFA placed below* 


Dir (^c/NV) 
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Ministry of Extern! Affairs 
(NGO Section) 



Subject : Death/ Disappearance of Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose 


In persuunoe of the then Prime Minister’s announcement in 
Parliament on 3.12*55 the Government of India appointed a committee on 
5th April 1956 "to enquire into and report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Sub has Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as a 
result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith*'. 

2. Shn Shah Nawaz Khan, Shn Suresh Chandra Bose(elder brother of 
Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose) and Shn S.N.Matfra, ICS(a nominee of the 
Government of West Bengal) were the members of the Committee which 
began its work in early April 1956 and completed the report by end July 

1956, 


X The Committee examined 67 witnesses including a number of persons 
who were known to have been associated with Netaji in the last stages. 
Of these 3? wilivnses were examined at To kyo( Japan), 4 at 
nmigtokf Thailand) and 3 at Saigon (Vietnam) and the balance of 28 at 
Delhi and Calcutta. In India, the committee examined five of the six 
persons who accompanied Netaji on his fast flight from Bangkok including 
Mr. G.A. Ayer, Mr. Debnath Das and Col. Habibur Rehman.. The Committee 
also examined Gen. J„K. Rhonsle, Chief of the General Staff of the IN A. 
Ti\a Commission examined fiat only those who had Information to give, but 
those who had theories to propound, "pie members of the committee 
visited Bangkok, Saigon and Tokyo and were able to examine four of the 
six Japanese survivors of the plane crash, as well as two doctors who 
attended Netaji during his last hours. The members of the committee did 
not visit Formosa which was the actual scene of occurance of. the plane 
crush, as there were difficulties in doing so on account of the fact that 
no diplomatic relations existed between the Government of India and the 
authorities in FQrmosa.The repor t forwarded to our Mission in Tokyo by 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Ja n 1956 was also made 
available to the Commission, The report. Inter alia, drawn up the 
sequence of events following Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s departure 
from Bangkok on 17,8.1955 to his sad demise on 18.8.55 and cremation 
thereafter. This report may be seen at Annexure I. 

4. In its report, the Commission dealt with the following points:- 

(1) Last of the plans of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(ii) Ah crush ui Tafhoku( Formosa) 

(Hi) Death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(iv> Cremation of Netaji’s body 

(v) M >tUj! 1 S > i 


(vi) I r ^ >ur e 


Each of those* points is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. After 
fully considering the evidence available, two of the members (S/Shri Shah 
Nnwa* Khan and S.N, Maitra) came to the conclusion that while taking off 
from Taihoku(rormosa) in the afternoon of 18th August 1945, the Japanese 
military plane cm rying Netaji find his companion (CoLHabi bur Rehman) 
developed some trouble and burst into flames. Suffering from severe 
burns Netaji was carried into the Taihoku Hospital where, after some 
hourr, he passed away. The final recommendation of the committee 
signed by S/Shrf Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. Maitra may be seen at 
annexure IT. 

5. Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 1956 was made available as a 
'priced publication*. 

6. The third member of the Committee Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
su limit ted a dissentient report stating that there had been no plane 
crash involving Netaji *s death. However, the majority report was 
accepted by the Government. 

7. In view of widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem 
of finding the tr uth about Netaji *s death stM I remains and that there has 
been a persistent demand for a further inquiry into the matter, the 
Central Government instituted on iHh July. 197 0 one men commission of 
inquiry Into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose . Shri G.P. 
Khosla, r ('tired Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court was appointed as 
sole member. 

fh Besides the Shah Nawaz Committee report, the dissenting report of 
Shri Suresh Chanda Bore submitted on Oct 9, 1956 and placed on the 
table of the Rajya Sab ha on i?Hi Dec,, m r >6 was placed before the 
Commission. In alt, ??^ vdt nesses were examined by the Commission and 
a large numb r of documents, letters, newspaper reports, books and 
memoranda were received ami read. While the Shah Nawaz Committee had 
not boon able to j o to Taiwan which resulted in a groat deal of criticism, 
the Commission visited Taiwan in July, 1973. The Commission spent about 
n days at Taipei recording the evidence of witnesses, inspecting the 
airfield where the j i ash was alleged to have taken place and visiting the 
crematorium where Bose's body was alleged to have been cremated, 

9. The baric findings of the f afr crash* theory has been summarised 
hy the commission which reads as "After giving the most anxious 
consideration to all the aval able evidence, the criticism to which the 
statements of Hie various witnesses were subjected and the arguments 
advanced b> counsel, I have reached the conclusion that the story of the 
ai rerash at the Taihoku air filed in Taiwan and the subsequent death of 
Bose, resulting from burn injuries sustained by him in crash must be 
believed. This story is substantiated by the testimony of wholly 
independent wHnr - -es, four of whom were Bose’s co-passengers in the 
plane which crashed, onu is the doctor who attended to him and signed 
his death cer tificate and several others mentioned in the course of this 
chapter who have corroborated this story in all material particulars. I 
am not prepared to accept the contention that the entire military 
organisation of Japan had entered into conslpracy to put forward a false 
story In order to cover up Rose’: escape. Such a hypothesis is foreign 
to reason and to human nature. Most of the witnesses who gave 
evidence iirtpres- ,ed mo by their frank arid honest demeanour. The 
Doctor, too, -■ upe-M'd to be a most convincing witness of truth. The 
criticism advanced egahet the testimony of these witnesses has been 


( 3 ) 



discussed by me in the foregoing pages, ami in the end, it is only 
necessary to say that this criticism does not shake the strength and the 
value of the evidence. 

T, therefore, find it proved beyond all reasonable doubt that Bose 
l ravelled in a Japanese bomber from Touraine to Taihoku on the morning 
of 18th of August, 1945. At Taihokuy the plane stopped for a short time 
to refuel. The pilot detected a snag in one of the engines. This was 
attended to, and the pilot pronounced the aircraft to be airworthy. The 
propellers of one of the engines had been damaged in a previous 
accident and t he repair carried out did not completely restore the 
efficiency of the engine. This finally caused the crash at Taihoku, almost 
immediately after the plane took off. The plane crashed to the ground, 
broke into two parts and caught fire. In this fire the pilot and GenL 
Shidei died instantaneously and of the other men on board, the co-pilot 
Ayoagi died later and Bose also succumbed to his burn injuries during 
the course of the following night. His body was c remated and the ashes 
were taken to Tokyo T, .^Ihe Commission dealt with three matters which 
wer e construed as having a remote matter and tn-direct bearing on the 
facts of the enquiry. These are:- 

(i) What was the exact nature of lelations between Nehru and 


Bose; 


(ii) Was Bose declared a war criminal, liable to be tried and 
punished by the Special Tribunal set up for this purpose; 

and 

(ili) What is the significance of the earliest enquiries regarding 
Bose conducted by Intelligence and secret service personnel. 

In addition the Commission considered the evidence of a number of 
witnesses whose importance lies not in the Intrinsic worth of what they 
hat! to say, but in ihe enthusiasm and persistence with which they 
pressed their claim to be heard. Further, the Commission analysed other 
versions of Rose's w hereabouts arid the various stories that were 
nan aled in thu course of the inquiry, to disprove the allegation of his 
death at Tnipeb There were many witnesses who severally claim to have 
seen, met or talked to Bose various times and places long after August 
18, 184 *T The Commission opined that numerous stories about encounters 
with Bose at various places after 1^45 are completely false and 
unacceptable. 

in. Taking into accounts all facts of the case, the Commission 
concluded thal Rose had sustained burn injuries of the third degree 
following ah crash a little alter 2.35 p.m. on 18.8.1945 and despite the 
efforts of the doctors to revive him, he succumbed to his injuries the 
same night. Ihe findings of the Commission may be seen at Annexure 111 
which, inTc! alia, incur pen ates sequence of events leading to the sad 
demise of Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose. 

11, Report of the ONE MAN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was published at New Delhi 
on June 30, 1074. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 



Shri N.K. Sinha, JS to PM, in his u.o. note 
No. 805/1 l/C/ 13/95-Part II dated 19.12.1995, 
intimated to us that a suggestion has been 
received in PMO, including from some members of 
the family of the late Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, proposing that the ashes presumed to be 
Netaji 's, presently kept in an urn at Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo, should be subjected to 
Mi tochondri al DNA analysis, to try to resolve the 
controversy surrounding them. JS(PMO) wanted the 
comments of MEA. 


According to information available with us, 
it is seen that some members of the family of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, are in favour and 
some members are opposed to this proposal . Shri 
Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of 
Netaji 's elder brother, proposed that an 
international team of experts, one of whom could 
be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the job, with a set of observers from the 
Bose family, the Forward Bloc, and such like". He 
stated that a blood sample could be taken from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a 
tooth (which is likely to exist in the urn, on the 
basis of a claim made by Netaji 's ADC, Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out Che test. 


EAM met Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and her 
daughter, Ms. Anita Pfaff, in Germany in October 
1995. Ambassador S.K. Lambah was also present. 
EAM felt that Netaji 's widow and daughter are keen 
that an early solution be found to the issue of 
return of Netaji' s ashes to India. They appeared 
to be convinced of the seriousness of purpose on 
the part of the Indian Government. Ms. Anita 
Pfaff made it clear that, while she would like to 
consult other members of the family in India, the 
final decision would rest with her alone. She 
anticipated opposition from some members of the 
family. She would prefer the family is not 
divided on this issue. 

Amongst the other members of the Bose 
family, press reports indicate that Dr. Sisir Bose 
supports the idea of bringing back the ashes, but 
late Dr. Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji's nephew, had 
been the most vociferous skeptic of the aircraft 
epi sode. 


MEA's suggestions to Home Ministry: 

MEA suggested that, in view of the 
widespread sentiments, Netaji's birth centenary in 
1997 should be befittingly commemorated , the ashes 
should be brought back to India with due respect 
and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and 
contribution to India's independence. In doing 
so, the following preparatory action was 
envisaged : 


i) Promotion of consensus in favour of 
byoi ng the controversy and bringing back the 
asnes... public figures and others to be 

encouraged to make statements 
"'’no in Parliament. reqUestin" the Cnvnrnmn^ 
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ii) Alternatively, establishment of a >f 
committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary 
with participation of public figures of various 
political opinions who would give a call for 
bringing back the late leader's ashes to India. 

As regards DNA test, the matter is likely to 
cause considerable public debate, especially when 
members of Netaji's family are sharply divided 
about this issue, notwithstanding vociferous 
opposition of a large section of people who are 
skeptic about the mortal remains kept in Renkoji 
Temple, and/or the episode of aircrash. 

FS may like to discuss with EAM before a reply 
is forwarded to PMO. 






CRajat Saha) 
Director (CNV) 
07.02.1996 


EAM 
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AS desired, a Draft Cabinet Note is put up 

for EAM's perusal. - j— - i 

(Raiiat Saha) 
Direptor(CNV) 

[8.2.1996 
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Foreign Secretary is aware that EAM approved 
the Draft Cabinet Note regarding the proposal to 
bring the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Japan to India. We were given to 
understand by the Cabinet Secretariat that the Note 
for the Cabinet needs to be forwarded to them along 
with Hindi translation. The task of translating 
into Hindi was given to our Hindi Section. 


In view of the Fifth World Hindi Conference at 
Trinidad & Tobago, between April 4 to 8, 1996, most 
of the officials of the Hindi Section had to proceed 
to Trinidad & Tobago. Nevertheless, the translated 
copy has now been received from the Hindi Section. 
The Note, in the requisite format, both in English 
and Hindi, Is placed below for FS ' s signatures. As 
it is mandatory to forward the Cabinet Note to the 
Cabinet Secretariat by an officer not less than the 
rank of a Joint Secretary, FS may wish to mark the 
paper to JS(EA) for forwarding the note. Requisite 
number of copies will be made by NGO Section prior 
to forwarding the note. 


In view of the forthcoming General Elections, 
and taking into account that the Hon’ble Ministers 
may be pre-occupied with elections, FS may also like 
to speak to Cabinet Secretary ascertaining his views 
about appropriate time for sending the Note. 

r . Vs-W 

(Rajjat Saha) 

Di rettor(CNV) 
T5.4.1996 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


C 



Reference PMO U.O. No. G-l2(3)/98-NGQ dated 

20,3.1998. 


Relevant details in this regard are contained in the 


2 . 


Note for Cabinet dated 16-12-1995. 


There was some suggestion that some information 


3. 


may be in the Russian Archives de-classified following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. Enquiries were made with the Russian side and 
ME A was informed formally that there was no evidence of Netaji 
having been in the Soviet Union in the post- 194 5 period. Two years 
ago, Slaii Asish Ray, grandson of Netaji ‘s elder brother, had 
addressed a Press conference at Delhi at which tie had released a 
copy of the formal communication from the Russian Government to 


GOl. 


Netaji' s ashes are presently held in Renkoji Temple 


4. 


on the outskirts of Tokyo, The priests at the Renkoji Temple, some 
of whom were associates of Netaji in the IN A, have cared for the 
remains with respect and reverence. They are keen that the ashes 
should be brought back in honour to India The Japanese 
Government has also conveyed a similar desire. However, there is 
no pressure either from the Renkoji Temple or from the Japanese 
Government for the return of the ashes to India. 

5 . The main obstacle to the return of the ashes has been 
the lack of consensus in India in regard to whether the ashes are 
actually Netaji 's. Some members of the family held the view that 
Netaji was still alive. This point lias been dealt with in the letter 
written by Prof. Anita Pfaff. 

6. MBA lias consistently taken the view that the ashes 
could be brought back to India subject to there being a national 
consensus in India in this regard. 

7. FS may kindly see before these papers are sent to 


PMO. 



T-C 



fl.C. A. Raitgachari) 
Joint Secretary (BA) 


cretary ( LA) 
%tfdi 1998 


26 March 1998 
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No. 588 9 /FS/99 


f^T 

^ 10011 

FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 

'J 




18 Ul May, 1999 . 


Dear /Vf (*£ 

Please refer to your letter No. 1/12014/3/99^ 
IS(D.III), dated May 14, 1999, on the Commission 
of Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
MEA will take action as required. The nodal 
officer here will be Shri B.Balakrishnan, Joint 
Secretary (CNV) - Tel. No. 301 1357. He may be 
contacted by the Commission for any information 
or clarification. 


60/^00/3$ 


Wf S 










Yours sincerely. 



(K.Raghunath) 


Shri Nikhil Kumar, 

Special Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi. 
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GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 

V&'T 

1 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


NIKHIL KUMAR 
SPECIAL SECRETARY 
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New Delhi 

the 14th May, 1999 



5= 







i 


Dear SUl. 

Government of India had decided to appoint 
a Commission of Inquiry under Section 3 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act , 1952 to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
A retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India has 
since been nominated to preside over the Commission. 
A copy of the relevant notification would be sent to 
you as soon as it is issued. 



2. Since the Commission is to complete the 

inquiry in a period of six months we need to have 
readily available records relevant to the subject 
matter of the Inquiry. 


3. I shall , therefore* be grateful if you 

kindly instruct the concerned officers to collect 
such documents and send us within a week a list of 
these. Also / since the Inquiry would involve 

consultations with concerned Ministries/ I request 
you to kindly nominate/ and send us the name of/ a 
nodal officer in your Ministry who could be contacted 
whenever needed by the Commission for any information 
or clarification. 


With regards/ 




Shri K. Raghunath/ 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs/ 
South Block, MEW DELHI. 


Yours sincerely, 

— — 

(NIKHIL KUMAir/ 
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URGENT. 

CONFIl 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 



Reference Ambassador Lambah’s letter No.Bon/Amb/98- 
5(c) dated 3 March 1998 regarding the transfer of the ashes of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose to India. 


2. The facts of the case and views of ME A are urgently 

requested. 

f.f.AhMl 

(P.P. Shukla) 
Joint Secretary (PMO) 
20 Mar 98 




No. Bon/Axnb/98- 5 Cc} March 3, 1998 

jhjsc- Alter thi' 

My dear Principal Secretary, 

Prof. Dr. (Mrs.) Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had dinner with me 
at my residence yesterday. She handed over a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. I enclose the 
original letter along with a copy. The main point made in the letter is that she is agreeable for 

bringing the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

- 

2 The subject of the return of ashes has been discussed informally with Prof. Anita Pfaff for 
some time. 


3 On instructions from the then External Affairs Minister, Sbri Pranab Mukherjee, I had been 
asked to ascertain the views of Prof. Anita Pfaff. She and her husband Dr. Martin Pfaff, who is a 
Member of Parliament, came to my house on 28th September, 199 5 for dinner. I found that both 

of them were in favour of return of the ashes to India but, at that time, did not take any categorical 

, . \ 


4 Later, Shri Pranab Mukhetjee, the then External Affairs Minister transited through Germany 

on October 21 , 1995 to meet Prof. Anita Pfaff. I accompanied him to Augsburg. He had a long 
discussion with Prof. Anita Pfaff in which different viewpoints were expressed. While she was 
favourably inclined to return of the ashes, she was not sure about the timings. Some family members 
advised her that it may be preferable to get them after Netaji's centenary year celebrations were over 
in India. We also met her mother Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose. 


5 A few months later, Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose passed away in March, 1996. I accompanied 
the then Minister of State for Finance Mr. Debiprosad Pal to Augsburg for the funeral on 18th March, 
1996. 

6 Prof Anita Pfaff was invited by the then EAM to visit India but the visit was postponed on 
account of her ill-health. When Netaji's centenary celebrations started, n o invitation was initiall y 
i ssued to Prof Anita Pfaf f. However, when we came to know that Mrs. Jyotsna Bose was being 
invited as her son lives in Hamburg (she lives in Calcutta) and the invitation was, by mistake, sent 
to the Embassy. We got in touch with the Ministry of Culture who immediately sent an invitation 
to Prof. Anita Pfaff but she could not attend due to the short notice. 
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7 PM. when he was EAM, transited through Frankfurt on 9th February, 1997. He asked me 
to renew the invitation extended by his predecessor to Prof. Anita Pfaff. Subsequently, Prof. Anita 
Pfaff visited India in March/ April. 1997 and again in January. 1998 . She met the President and PM. 
The enclosed letter to PM, she told me, is a continuation of the discussions she had with PM in 
Delhi on January 25, 1998.. 


8 During the discussions yesterday, Prof. Anita Pfaff told me : 

(i) Amongst the family members, she had so far only consulted Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose. After the 
letter reaches PM, she would be informing some other members. She still expects that some 
of them would oppose the move but she felt her decision will have a positive impact on the 
family. 



She was keen that there is a r ational consensus among the political narties on this subje ct. 

As regards the timing, in case a positive decision is taken by the Government, she felt that 
some date in the second half of the year could be considered for bringing the ashes to India. 


(iv) In that eventuality, she would like detailed consultations by the Government of India with 
the Japanese authorities, particularly the Priests at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 


(v) She was appreciative of the two seminars on Netaji held by the Embassy as a part of 50th 
anniversary celebrations of India's Independence. (The first one was on June 7, 1997 
organised by the Indian Cultural Centre, Berlin and the second seminar was on 16th 
February, 1 998 in Frankfurt where Netaji's associates Col. Gurbakhsh Singh DhjUon and CoL 
Lakshmi Sehga l were the Guests of Honour). 

9 I shall be grateful if you could kindly get Dr. Pfaff s letter examined. We can subsequently 
inform her of the decision which is taken. 




10 lam sending a copy of this letter, along with the enclosure, to .Foreign Secretar y. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Satinder K. Lambahj 

Shri N.N. Vohra, 

Principal Secretary to PM 
PMO, # 

New Delhi 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosure, to Shri K. Raghunath, Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs, New Delhi, 


Tty. Vx. Ml S PM 


To 

His Excellency 

The Prime Minister of India 

Mr. 1. K. Gujral 

Prime Minister’s House 

7, Race Course 

New Delhi 

India 

By Diplomatic Bag 


PfaidtoMf 23 
T>-S639l Stadtfoup*. 

ptdcud PZejiuSUc og (fameuuf 

Id.: 0049 -m '434m 

'pat.: 0049- 22t -432207 « 43253t 
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February 24, 1998 


Respected Prime Minister, 


Following up on our conversation during my last visit to New Delhi on January 25 th , 1998, l would 
like to address myself to you in writing - and through you to the Government of India — with regard to 
the question of establishing a suitable memorial for my father Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
finding an honourable and satisfactory settlement to the somewhat controversial question of the return 
of his ashes from Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, Japan to India.' 

I was very pleased that my father’s birth centenary was celebrated in all parts of India and many 
projects were initiated in his memory and in his name in the course of these celebrations. I am 
particularly grateful to the Government oflndia and the State Governments as well as to many groups 
and the people of India in general who helped make these functions and activities memorable and 
dignified occasions in Netaji’s honour. I do hope that in the course and sequence of his birth 
centenary some public funding for the collection and preservation of documents referring to my 
father’s efforts in the struggle for India’s independence could also be assured. So far it had, after all, 
largely been the private activity and voluntary work of members of the Netaji Research Bureau which 
was motivated by the wish to obtaining historically important documents before they got lost or 
destroyed by the passage of time. 

wilt | 

1 am aware that one reason for not providing a memorial to my father of a similar quality as, for 
example, for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was to be found in the controversy about the circumstances of 
my father’s death. As you know, even now some people are not eyen willing to admit to the fact that - 
after 1 0 1 years - he is no longer alive, leave alone to accept the circumstances of his reported death. 

^V/hile it is true that some inconsistencies exist in the reports of the air crash at Taihoku Airport in 
August 1945, in which he was reported to have died, this is not be too surprising - given the fact, that 
those days at the end of World War II in the Far East must have been traumatic and confusing days of 
turmoil. It is also understandable that following the first reports of this plane crash many people, 
including my mother and my uncle Sarat Chandra Bose, thought that in view of his previous escapes 
(from house arrest in Calcutta to Germany and by submarine from Germany to the Far East) this may 
be but another one of his fantastic get-aways. Ultimately their great affection for him let them hope 
that he had survived and would yet again return to India. 

As time passed this became less and less likely. What would have kept him from returning to India 
after India attained independence? In my opinion but one alternative could have accounted for such a 
sequence of history: That one explanation would have been his escape to the Soviet Union and his 
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death on the way there or his execution or imprisonment and subsequent death in a Soviet 
concentration camp. Since after the opening of the Soviet archives no such evidence has been found to 
my knowledge, it should be evident also to those who have harboured doubts about the validity of the 
reports on the plane crash, that the probability approaches certainty that he died in this event as a 
martyr for his country’s freedom. In this act he made the ultimate sacrifice by giving his life, which he 
had risked over and over in his non-violent as well as his armed struggle for India’s freedom. 


4 * 


His Japanese comrades- in-arms have maintained his ashes in Tokyo, honoured him and paid homage 
to him. It is their wish that his ashes be returned to India with due honour, in line with their religious 
beliefs. Furthermore they are concerned that after their demise there would be nobody to care for his 
memory in Japan. I know that there have been some people in India - including members of my 
family - who did not wish the Government to take such an action, as, for a variety of reasons, they did 
not accept the reports of his death following the plane crash atTaihoku as factual. Even these people, 
who persist in their doubt, should, however, be able to accept the transfer of his ashes from Tokyo to 
India as a token of respect to his memory and a symbol of his sacrifice and martyrdom for India. 
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I therefore request the Government of India to make arrangements to have the reported ashes of my 
father returned from Tokyo to his homeland, especially to Delhi, which after all was the goal of his 
INA campaign. The ashes should then be immersed in the Ganges or parts of the ashes in different 
rivers of India. 1 am quite willing to participate with my husband and my children in the process of 
transferring the ashes - paying due respect to Japanese customs, whatever they may be. (If, for 
example, according to Japanese rites a male descendent should physically carry the ashes, my sons 
could do so.) 



Furthermore I request the Government of India to erect, in the near future, a memorial in Delhi to my 
father’s memory in line with the importance of his contribution to India’s struggle for independence. 
By now historical evidence shows, I believe beyond doubt, that not only can his and the Indian 
National Army’s efforts be saluted as heroic and selfsacriflcing, but that the political effect of their 
actions was a major factor in destabilizing Britain’s hold on India and thereby prominently 
contributed towards India’s attaining independence. 

Even though l do not know at this stage how the new government will be composed, following the 
ongoing elections, I hope that this request will be honoured by whoever may be forming the new 
government. It is furthermore my sincerest wish that all political parties of India could join together in 
this effort, irrespective of their political programmes. Moreover, potential controversy on account of 
the diminishing number of persons opposed to a transfer of Netaji’s ashes should best be faced jointly 
and not exploited individually. I am certainly willing to bear my share of the responsibility for such 
action. It is my belief that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose who is not only the founder-director of the Netaji 
Research Bureau but also the eldest surviving male member of my generation of the Bose family, will 
fully agree with my proposal. I would, however, find it most deplorable, should some political groups 
dishonour Netaji’s memory and contribution, by creating a petty controversy for possibly selfish 
reasons. 


With many thanks and respectful regards, Jai Hind! 


Yours sincerely, 

(U (l 



Prof. Dr. Anita B. Pfarf 





SRTR fa? 
B. P. Singh 
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SECRETARY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
NEW DELHI - 110 001 


-*> 



7 December 1996 


^5-A/y fWTAxfl-c>/v y 

Prime Minister has desired to have a meeting of the 
Floor Leaders of both Houses of Parliament on Monday the 9 December 
1996 at 3 PM in Room No. 9, Parliament House to discuss matters 
relating to the birth centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Among other things, the urgency for convening this meeting at such 
a short notice arose out of a mention during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha 
on 4 December 1996 of the following: 


(a) That the Government should immediately announce its plan 
of action regarding celebration of birth centenary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

(b) That the Government should declare 23rd January as a 
National Holiday to pay homage to Netaji. 

( c) That the Government should investigate into the 

circumstances leading to Netaji's death in a Plane Crash 
with a view to resolve the controversy once for all. 

Since item (b)/lc) relates to your Ministry# I shall be 
grateful if you kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting 
and present there your Ministry's point of view for the facility of 
a decision. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


( 




Shr i S . Haidar , 

Foreign Secretary , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Minutes of the first Meeting of the Sob-Committee 
of the Motional Com It tee to celebrate the Birth 
Anniversary of Retajl Sabbash Chandra Bose held 
on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. In Room Ho. 301, 




'C* Wing, Shastrl B ha van. Hew Delhi 
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The first meeting of the Sub-Committee of the National Committee 
to celebrate the Birth Centenary of" Netaji Subhaah Chandra Bose was 
held under the chairmanship of the Minister of Human Resource Development 
(HRD) on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. The following attended the 


■eeting:- 

(1) HRM 


in-Chair 

(11) Capt. Laxmi Sehgal 
(Hi) Shri Shashi Bhushan 
Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 
ShrL B.P. Singh, Secretary(C) 

Shri V.K. Majotra, Addl. Secretary( I&B) 


■ . ' ' 


i**r.*i 0*^-0 * 
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(Iv) 

<▼) 

<vi) 

(vii) 


!>' 






Shri R.L. Sudhir, Addl. Secretary 

Sectt. for 50th Anniversary of India's Independence 


\ < lx) 


Shri Ravi Rant Chopra, 

Director, Department of Culture 




Smt. Kasturi Gupta Menon 
Joint Secretary, Department of Culture 

.*• -.y .y . •” R.v 

HRM welcomed the members and requested Secretary (C) to brief 
them about the position. Secretary (C) recalled that the meeting of the 
nal Committee ua3 held on 5th December, 1995 under the chairmanship 
ie Prime Minister in which the following Important decisions were 
taken: 


b. 


*t tjje ; iiv.v 

The Birth Centenary Celebrations would commence from 23rd 
January, 1997 and continue for one year. 

A sub-committee would be constituted under the chairmanship 
of Minister of Human Resource Development to chalk out the 
action plan. 


The Ag enda Items were then taken up seriatim amd the following' 
decisions mere taken: , 

1 . Organisation of Inaugural Function 

It mas decided that a function would be organised at the Red Port 
o« 23rd January, 1997 (preferably In the morning) to be telecast live 


on Doordarshan. Capt. La xml Sehgal and Dr. Sisir Kumar Cose assured 
that they would furnish to the Department a list of persons who should 

‘A , < , . 

be invited to this function. L -'.-i. 


2. Issue of Commemorative Stamp /• 




■’ i»jp • " * p j 


It was decided that a commemorative stamp should 
23rd January, 1997 and a request in this regard should be 
to the Department of Posts. 


be released oh 

sent immed lately 

■ • - 





3. Issue of Commemorative Coin 




It was decided that a commemorative gold coin and -another -coin 
for circulation shall be issued in the memory of Netaji Subhash 1 Chandra 
Bose. A request in this regard should be sent to the Department of Economic 
Affairs. - 


1 1 £ f, '! / 
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4. Telecast of a Film 


During the discussion, reference was made to a 58-minute biographical 
film ’Netaji and India's Freedom' by Sugata Bose, Arze Hukumate Azad 
Hind, Ittefaq Ittemad Qurbanl and other material available with the 

1* : \ Jfc :'l, 1 " i * 4 Jp 4 ) ’ J, * 

Doordarshan. 


It was decided that a Committee comprising of Shrl V.K. . Majotra, 
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting; Shrl Ashok 
Vajpeyi, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture; - Smt. Kasturi .Gupta 
Menon, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture and Shrl Ravi Kant Chopra, 
Director, Department of Culture would watch the films suggested by the 
members as also other material available with Doordarshan and would 
select the best amongst these for being telecast during the centenary 
year on Doordarshan Network. The Chairman emphasised that the aim should 
be to rekindle the spirit of freedom struggle among younger generations. 


5. Publication of Biography 



It was decided that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose's book published by National 
Book Trust should be released In different languages in regional capitals 
at different timings during the centenary year. ' 


As regards publication of writings of Netaji, a comprehensive 

proposal in this behalf should be sent by the Netaji Reseach for the 
consideration of the Department. 
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Involvement of School Children/Youth 



It was decided that the Department of Culture and the Departme 
of Youth Affairs & Sports would jointly work out details of the programs 
to be organised ( Involving youth) as part of the birth centen? 
celebrations . 


7. Creation of Museum in Andaman 


< , ...... - 

i 


It was decided that instead of setting up a museum In Andamar 

the Red Fort Museum should be strengthened during the ' centenary ye? 

■ - ■■ •. .wv.*** . * r’» • 

8 . Renaming of Fort William, Calcutta u : ■[-- - 

Considering the historic significance of the Fort as also takl 
into account the objections made to such a proposal by the histortar 

. - 3J~ — — JT j - - 

It was decided to drop this proposal. 






9 . Renaming of Dehradun Military Academy 


W ' ! r-lj 
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The Committee unanimously agreed not to pursue this suggest 
and accordingly the item was dropped. 

% 

i ■ * .i V.-« 
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10. Declaration of 23rd January, 1998 as a National Holiday 

Considering the philosophy of Netajl who always believed In act 
-Karma- It was decided not to declare any day as a National Holid 

However, a circular could be issued to the offices and educatio 

ftv. (lap-; .. 

institutions requesting them to allow the Interested persons to att 
the function on 23rd January, 1997/1998. - 
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11. Establishment of Netajl Bal Sena Vidyalaya at Molrang 

a. . . 

It was decided that HRM should write to the Chief Minister, Mani 
and seek bis advice regarding the feasibility of setting up an acade 

“ ’ ' j- - ^ ' • 

institution In Manipur in the memory of Netajl, 


. -:V. . i l .:‘ 
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12. Establishment of Netajl Research Institute for 

_ - ■ : . 

the South East Asian Studies 


It was decided that the adlvce of the State Government should 


taken in this regard. 


0 
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s 
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The following Supplementary Agenda Items were also discussed during 
the meeting: .■ 

1 . Proposals from the Institute for Socialist Education 


-i 

(i) The Ministry of Defence would be requested to hand over 

to the National Archives of India the record kept by r the 

Historic Wing of that Ministry. 

(II) Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose and other member may give : list of 

civilians of Singapore, Burma, Thailand and _ '.Japan .^.to be 
invited for the function to be held in connection with 

the Birth Centenary Celebration of Netajl which will be 
considered. - 

. k. .• . - ■■■»■ l h ' * 

(iii) Joint Secretary, Department of Culture will make necessary 

enquiries with Joint Secretary, Department of -Economic 
Affairs and officers of Reserve Bank of India to- find 
out about the deposits/funds of Azad Hind Bank. 

(iv) Efforts would be made to take possession of 'Baoli 1 and 
'Cells' In the Red Fort by the Archaeological Survey of 
India before 23-1-1997. 


(v) 


(vl) 


Secretary, Department of Culture would write to Ministry 
of Home Affairs for furnishing information about the Martyrs 
of Azad Hind Fauj. 


It would be suggested to the Ministry of Defence to name 
the regiments of the Armed Forces after the names of National 
Heroes & Martyrs Instead of the prevalent system of 
nomenclature related to caste/community. 


(vii) To a proposal made by Shrl Shashi Bhushan for publication 
of musical notations of 1NA songs compiled by Capt. Ram 
Singh of Lucknow, It was decided that Shrl Shashi Bhushan 
may seod a detailed proposal in this regard for consideration 
of the Department. 


2. Proposal received from the State Government of West Bengal for 

a display of 1NA theme In the Central Space opposite to the Rostrum 

In the Republic Day Parade. 


It was decided that the Government of West Bengal could be permitted 
to display 1NA theme In the Central space opposite the Rostrum 
In the Republic Day Parade to be held in 1997 ‘only and the Ministry 
of Defence should be informed immediately about this. 
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3. Important communications recleved recently „ . , 



, . r V ' _ 
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The Committee took note of all the communications and took the 
following decisions: . t . 1 .• 





(!) The Government of West Bengal should be advised to finance 

its centenary celebrations out of its own resources because, 
otherwise, the Central Government would be flooded with 
similar requests forom other State Governments also. 

(li) Prof. Samar Guha and Shri S. Nijllingappa should be included 

— as members of the sub-committee of the National Committee* 

— ’ — ■ “S’ « •*" * 

- '■ 't-i- ■*" 

(ill) After considering the proposals of the Netaji Research 

Bureau, HRM assured the Committee that he would discuss 
the matter personally with the Prime Minister with regard 
to their request for a grant of Rs.6.25 crore for development 
of Netaji Bhawan etc. However, their proposal regarding 
a Mobile Exhibition on Rails should be examined and.*' put 
up to the HRM for decision. 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 


* 
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MINUTES OF THE FIRS T MEETING OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
TO C OMMEMORA TE THE BIRT H C ENTENARY OF NETA3I SUB HASH CHAN DRA 
' APSE HELD ON 5. 12.93 AT VJO PM AT; PAR LIAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE 

I ' 

UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

“ _ "" 9 ' 


The' first meeting of the 'National Committee to commemorate the 

Birth Centenary of, Netaji Subhas.h Chandra : Bose* was held in Parliament 

| | 

House Annbxe, New Delhi on 5th December, 1995 at 5*00 PM under the 

! y < 

1 

chairmanship of the Prime Minister. The following were , present:- . 


■ r 



1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao,'PM 
Shri Madhavrao Scindia, HR.M 


>i. Chairman v : ■ 

* * ’ r ’ * 
* 


Shri Pranab Mukherjee * • * . 

Shri Sikander Bakht ' * 

Shri Atai Bihari Vajpayee 

Shri Madan Lai Khurana, Chief Minister of Delhi 

;; •' 

vr l 

Shri Vlohamed Shafi Qureshi, Governor, Madhya Pradesh 



8. Shri K.V. Raghunatha Reddy, Governor, West Bengal. 

9. Dr. Najma Heptullah f 

10. Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi, MOS(PMO) 

II* Col. Rao Ram Singh 

- ! 

12. Shri Chandrasekhar — 

13. Shri Chitta Basu 

+ 

14. Shri Manoranjan Bhakta 

15. Shu Somnath Chatterjee 


16. 

Shri Indrajit Cupta 

V ‘ - i 

17. 

Ms- Mamta Banerjee 


18. 

Shri Vlurli Manohar Joshi 

- . - • f fUi- 

19. 

Shri Syed Shahabuddin 


20. 

Shri S.N. Dwivedy 

w 

/ 

21 .' 

1 

I 

i 

Shri Samar Guha 

/ > - v * 

22., 

1 

' Shri Shashi Bhushan ; 

: - r'-'ir m 

23.' 

4 

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee ? 

.. ’ * 

24. i 

Shri B.P. Singh, 

... Member-Secretary 


2. At ithe outset, HR VI welcomed PM and other honourable members ot 

■i ; ' 

the National Committee and remarked that Netaji's name has become 

I 

synonymous with courage, dynamism and sacrifice* He enjoyed a 

i 

towering status among the front-rankers of our freedom struggle. He 

# 

added that a number of suggestions have been received both from 

memhers and others and have been listed in the agenda papers. He 

- * ' - '*! 1 

felt that there was sufficient time to plan a befitting programme for 
centenary celebrations and looked forward to the advice and guidance in 
this matter from the Prime Minister and other members. 

3. PM in his brief remarks said that the programme for thr- 

centenary celebrations should emphasise aspects which are of lastinp 
nature with a view to make future generations imbibe Netaji’? 

: '.V 

personality and vision. He thought that one or more sub-committee? 
should be set up which could look into all the suggestions and give ? 

t 

final shape to the programme. PM also clarified that in keeping with 
the past practice followed by the Government of India in respect o! 
125th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the birth centenaries o- 
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Shri Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, Shri V.K. Krishna Mrnon, Shri Morarji Desia, 

i * *h 4c. t 

Shri V.V. Giri etc. the celebrations (or Netaji would commence from 

' ■ ' ■ a*nd»r r'r &:<*&' 

23rd January , 1997 on which the birth centenary actually falls and 

. .U-J , 

would continue for one year thereafter. 


tt . Alter a brief discussion, the National Committee reached the 

’ T »T '7” 

consensus that the birth centenary celebrations should start from 23rd 

J *r ■ nf-r"’ •* < 

January, 1997 and the position regarding this may be clarified to the 

,h 

general public so that there was no confusion. 


5. Upon a point being reaised , PM clarified that for the 

deliberations of the Committee and action on its recommendations, the 

' 1 " *vr vc r-.i 'i! 

set procedure would be followed and that, after a concrete programme 
emerged, the necessary funds for it would be provided. 


6. Thelvarious members gave the following suggestions:* 


.J.it 
H * ; 


(I) | After adequate research, all aspects, facts and events 

, relating to Netaji must be incorporated and a comprehensive 

i 

' pitcutre of his life, struggle and achievements should 
emerge. 


, l.** pjf 

(2) The programmes to be undertaken should be constructive in 

V'V-'V ■«;.!■ v: 

nature and must have a lasting value. 


13) The idea of setting-up a Netaji Foundation should be 
explored. 


(it) The land in front of the Red-Fort, : presently under the 

* 

occupation of the Defence Ministry, could be made available 

4 a * ,e Vi~ * p 

lor construction of a suitable memorial including a Saheed 

. 

it 

Minar for Netaji. 




A 

(5) i The building within the Red Fort in which trial of INA 

1 D ' •’.! In'? 

soldiers took place has not yet been handed-over nor the 

'bowri*. These, along with any records, that the Defence 

, fl *1 * 

. Ministry may have, should be handed-over to the Museum 

authorities of Red Fort. / 


(6) The INA fund whic-h was taken over by the Reserve Dank of 

. 

India should be made available to fund the proposed 
Foundation . 


(7) 


A year-long programme should be chalked out carefully 

% 

Covering all the important aspects of Netaji 's life and 
oersonality. 


,1: 


(8) A university may be set-up in the memory of Netaji. 


(9) Instead of an Institute of Martial Arts, an Institute of 

Culture and National Integration be set-up to commemorate 

-,r.r.tmtrd. . 

. ■ 

Netaji. 

- “ -r, %» ^ 


(10) The proposed foundation, if set-up, could devote itself to 

| 

international understanding. 


(It) A brief but authentic life story of Netaji should be 

<*c» porated suitably in 

6-f 


' h p srh-'cl iext- V 
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(12) Some of the ex-lNA personnel, who have migrated to Pakistan 

but are still alive, may be invited to India during the 

j ■ ■ r& 

centenarv celebrations ol Netaji. 

! 

( 1 3) The various suggestions received should be looked into by a 
sub -commit tee and it should have the authority to appoint 
Working Croups to take care of specific •*- . 


( I 1 AIL State Governments/Union Territories to be requested to 

• • . v . , " ' 

organise centenary celebrations in a suitable manner in their 

• * • 4 ':\ ' 


respective areas. 


* v> w 

*/• •; / % 
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(15) Since 1NA and Netaji were closely related with ' Andaman S 

fc 

Nicobar Islands, a museum - of INA may be created in 

-■ 


Andamans * 


(16) Bath in Hanpura and Tripuri. suitable memorials for Netaji 
may be constructed, 

. • ■ • 

; ' . .. 

7 , The National Committee unanimously decided that a Working 
Committee under the chairmanship of HRM may be constituted. The 

Committee also authorised PM to nominate fifteen members on this 
Working Committee. It would have the authority to set-up other sub- 


O' 
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committees, ’ if required. 
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8. The National Committee also unanimously;.- .decided to drop sub-item 
No. 45 of Agenda Item No. 2. 


. -J 


The meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the. .Chair, — 

: 5Le. ' tfv: 1 ' •; 
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Chief Minister, West Bengal- 

Chief Minister, Maharashtra 

Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu 

Chief Minister, Orissa ' . 

Shri Saheb Singh Verna 
Chief Minister, Delhi 

Shri A.B. Vajpayee 
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Shri Samar Guha, ex-MP 
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27. 

Ms. Mamta Baner jee, MP i • 

Member 
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28. 

Shri Vishnu Kant Shastri, MP 

Member 
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29. 

Sint. Renuka Chaudhari, MP 

, Member-. 
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30. 

Shri A.K. Sen, MP - . 

Member 
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31. 

Shri Manor an jan Bhakta, . MP 

, Member 
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Shri A jit Panja, MP : 

Member 

hi- 
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Shri Murli Manohar Jos hi, MP 

Member 

■ r 
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Shri Sikander Bakht, MP 
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Shri G.K. Moopanar, MP -j , 
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Shri Dilip Singh Judev, MP 
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Shri Chaturanan Mishra 
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Shri Syed Shahabuddin, MP 
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Shri Faroog Abdullah ' 
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Shri Tridib Chaudhary, MP 

Member 
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Shri Shashi Bhushan, ex-MP / 
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Representative T . 
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47. 

Dr. Bipin Chandra 
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48. 
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Vishwa Bharti University 
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Shri Shanko Chaudhary, New Delhi . 

Member 


50. 

Shri P.N. Haksar 

Member 


51. 

Prof. R.N. Singh j... 

Vice-Chancellor 

Rajasthan University 

Member 


52. 

Dr. V.R. Mehta 

Vice-Chancellor 

Delhi University 
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Prof. R.K. Dasgupta, Calcutta 
University, Calcutta 
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Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose >•'. 

Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta 

Shri H.Y. Sharda Prasad 

Ms. Anita Bose, Vienna 

Justice A.C. Gupta, Retd. 

Supreme Court Judge 

Shri Nikhil Chakra varty, Mainstream 

Prof. Bimal Prasad, Ex- 
Ambassador to Nepal 


■Member 

Member 

Member 

Member. 

Member 

Member 


Shri Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, 

Ex-law Minister, West Bengal 

Shri Radha Nath Rath 
Editor, Sang, Cuttack 

Dr. Amol K. Mukher jee. Principal 
Presidency College, Calcutta - r< 
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Shri Aveek Sarkar, Editor, Anand 
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Shri Semen Mitra, MLA j 
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Minister of State for Education 
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National Carmittee for Celebrating the Birth 
Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
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1. HRM 

2. EAM 

3. MOS (Defence) 

4. Smt. Najma Heptulla « 

5. Shri Chaturanan Mishra 

6. Minister of State (Culture & 

7. Chief Minister, Assam 

8. Chief Minister, Nagaland 

9. Shri Chitta Basu* MP 

10. Capt. Laxmi Sehgal 

11. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 

12. Mrs. Anita Pfaff 

13. Shri S.N. Dwivedi 

14. Shri Nikhil Chakravarty 

15. Shri G.S. Dhillon 
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16. Shri Shashi Bhushan 1- 

17. Shri B.C. Dutt 

18. Shri K.N. Tickoo 

19. Secretary (Culture) 
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N.B. : The Sub-Ccrmittee of the National Ccrmittee in 
its meeting held on 25th October, 1996 have recarmen- 
ded inclusion of Shri S. Nijalingappa and Prof. 
Samar Guha as Members of the Sub-Carmittee. A 
proposal in this regard is being sent to PMO i 
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TOP SECRET 

No.25/4/NGO(Pt)-Vol .V 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


NOTE FOR THE CABINET 



Subject : Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Bo= 
Academy in Tokyo. The pressure to return the ashes come 
chiefly from the associates of Netaji, who are growing olde 
and who feel a personal sense of responsibility for th 
ashes. They feel that after them, there might be nobody t 
pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even within tb< 
qroup, the main pressure is from older members, especial! 
Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose Academy, who is in poo 
health. Besides. Foreign Minister V. Kono during hi 
meetinq with EAM in September 1995, had conveyed that h 
personally felt that it would be better to return the ashe 
to his homeland and to his family. In addition, there is 
possibility that India may be asked by the Bose Academy t< 
take charqe of the mortal remains of Neta.ji. It would no* 
be possible for India to refuse to take possession of ttv 
mortal remains. Therefore, a decision is required to b 
taken urgently as to what is to be done with these morta 
remains. 

* * r 9% * tfir ‘ * 

BACKGROUND NOTE : VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Neta.ji ’s death is an issue surcharged wit! 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in th# 
plane crash of ftuo ust IB. 1945. at Taihoku, has beet 
questioned by some individuals and organizations. 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report:. In response to 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-membe 1 
committee on April 5, 1956, "to inquire into and report t< 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning thr 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of at 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith" 
The Commit teee. by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusioi 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan - ) or 
Auaust 18. 1945. While S/ Shri Shah Na w az Khan and S.N 

Maitra. siqned the reports Shri Suresh Chander B os^ 
disagreed with this conclusion an3 submitted a dissenting 

report. Although the report of the Committee wa^ 

considerably devalued by this dissent , the ma jority. ...report 
was accepted by the Government. 
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(b) Khosla Commission _.. of Inquiry: In view of 

widespread feelinq amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Neta.ii’s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Neta.ji died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18. 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974. 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June* 1966 .written 

by Shah Nawaz Khan, M. P ...to the then Foreign 

Secretary Shri S. putt, about Col. Figgess’s, repo r t 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col. J.G. Fiqgess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander S.E. Asia Command. Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India, askinq him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of 'the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col. Figgess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report to the then Government of IndiaCeither the Director 
of Military Intelligence, GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch, New Delhi. 

High Commissioner ‘s reference dated 27th February, 1978 
to Lord Mountbatten after the publication of the classified 
document called "The Transfer of Powers 1942-47". Lord 
Mountbatten stated the following "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was shared by Wavel 1 himself but in a 
book." The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war. he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1^45 in which Chandra Bose died. 
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In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh 
Bose still stuck to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union. other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash. The fact that he has 
never surfaced any where to my knowledge makes it appear 
more than ever clear he was in fact killed in the crash- 

The letter you quote from Vol.VI of 11 The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a fetter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is* 
seven days before Chandra Bose’s death. 

■ ¥ in h*- \ 

H.V. Hodson, author of "The Great Divide", appears to 
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book. 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3, 1*977, urging the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
length in 1<?77 and also in 1*978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air — crash on 
18t.h August. 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his ail — 
.•journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Ma,i. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G.D. Khosla,- 
retired Judge of the Pun.-jab High Court. The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
light of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inquiry. I hope that in the 
liqht of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion". 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

"Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends^a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is not declared dead". 


V 


& 

1 " 


* 





No.25/4/NGO( Pt)-Vol .V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

The question nf authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renko.ii Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findinqs and no fresh grounds 
requirina further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal: 

"The issue of Neta.ii ’s death and brinqinq of ashes to 
Tndia is surcharqed with emotion. We have already had two 
enqi.ti ries on the disappearance of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra 
Rose. It has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at 
Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holdinq 
yet another enquiry or/by brinninn the ashes back to India 
at present as this minht create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreiqn Office: In a note 

verbal e issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Fmbassy of Tndia in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreiqn Office forwarded a report- prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Neta.ji Subhash Chandra B ose die d 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 '"pRl The report, inter alia, 

’TncludeH sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Neta.ji Subhash Chandra Bose, alonq with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital. This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry, 

UNION CABINET OECISION OF FEBRUARY 8, 1995 

2 . The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995. 

the question of bringing the mortal remains of Neta.ii 
Subhash Chandra Rose from Japan to Tndia. While deferring 
a final decision. the Cabinet directed that the 
dependability of the arrangements in Japan should be 
prnpRrlv examined and thaf a contingency plan for the proper 
i ipkeert of the mortal remains should he drawn up. and that 
nur Ambassador in Tnkvn be specif j ci al 1 V requested to look 
into these aspects. 


s 
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3, The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the riaht 
side of the main altar in the Penkdji Temple in the 
outskirts (hut within the ri tv) of toTcytT: f 1 ke all shr i nes 
in Japan, there is nn ser.uri tv except what, is pn^jfred t>V the 
revet pnre and respect f.hnwn hv the Japanese towards 
reliqious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Neta ii . and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily no there to pay respect to the ashes, 
FVtreno theni no of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any soonest! on from us could well revive the 
occasional suqoestions from the Japanese that we should take 
1 he ashes to- India, 
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A. The shrine is looked afier by Rev Yasufumi Mochizuki, 
whose father was Hie priest nf the shrine earlier and had 
personal I v hrnnqh f * he ashes from Taipei about SO years aqn. 
Amo no "t the lisf of members of Netafi Suhhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the younqest and is S5 years old. Rev, 
Moohjzuki appears to be quite hanpv to carry nn the work of 
lookinq af ter the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doi no anvthinq without the full consultation 
and approval nf Japanese arid Indian Governments, We donate 
Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep. T t was felt, that the 
contribution could perhaps he increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PM’s directive dated 30 th November, 1995 , MEA 
prOGRssessed the proposal and have increased Government of 
India’s annual contribution to the Renkoii Temple in Tokyo 
from Yen 600,000/^ to Yen One million. 


PRFSGURF F OR REMOVAL OF A9HFG TO TNDTA 

5. riur Ambassador’s imprp^inn is that such pressure as 
thp re is, com^s chiefly f mm the associates of Netaji who 
are qrnwi nq nld^r and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for t h« ashes They feel that after them, 
there mi qh t he nnhndv tn pav proper respect to the memory of 
Nelaii Even within the qrni in , the main pressure is from 
older members, especial lv Mr Hayashi . Secretary of the Rose 
Academy . Me is in poor heal th At the memorial service on 
Auqust 19, 1 99 J _ Mr _ Haysh i had said that that would be the 
last, memorial service "in keepinq with Buddhist tradition 
and practice" While it is not clear that there is any rule 
f nr di scon t i no a nr e of the memorial vice after 50 years, 
the vounqer members apnear to he n m te wi l I i nq to carry on 
the memorial service althouqh they would all be happy to see 
Netaji ’s ashes repatriated to India with due honor* r and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador’s remarks on the "present ar rancements" and 
" pressure for removal nf ashes tn. India" were conveyed to 
the Home Snrfof^ry by foreiqn Secretary in June, 1995. 
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7. (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 

in view of the forthcoming 50t.h anniversary of Netaji’s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his bi rthf January 23, 
1097), we propose to take the ashes hack to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 

FAM’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono 

(b) During FAM’s visit to Japan. Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of FAM to Renkoji temple 
on A September. 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Rose. The background to the issue of 
Netaii ’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought EAM’s candid 
assessment. FAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaii 's nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to Tndia. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision t.o award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaii nosthmonsly was challenged in the 
court on the q round that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji’s 
relatives to resolve the issue. India is qrateful to the 
Japanese government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaii and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. FAM said that India would qive weiqht to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to Tndia. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved c .oon 

STAND OF THF RUSSIAN FOP FT AN OFFICE 

8. In a note verba l e dated October 27, 1935, the Ministry 

of ForeTnrTTiTf aTrs~ nT the"* Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on tire stay nf Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 194 5 and in subsequent 
years . 
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MFA’S SUGGESTIONS 

9. ME A suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 
Neta.ii’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittinglv 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence. In doing so, the following 
preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to he discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requestinq the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 


ii) Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Neta.ii’s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader’s ashes to India. 

MHA’R STAND 

10. Based on the inputs received from MFA and IB, it was 
felt, that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, Neta.ii’s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Neta.ii died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASHTS 0. RAY OF CNN 


11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN. who is the grandson of Neta.ii’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and incontrovertible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renkoii Temple are Netaii’s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an international team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at. Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
wi t.h the iob with a set. of observers from the Rose family, 
the Forward Rlock, and suoh like". He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
f mm the ashes or a tonth /whjr-h is likely to exist in the 
tun on the has is of a claim made py Neta.ii ’s ADC Col . 
Habibur Rahman 1 , to carry out the tests. 
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Mr. Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaii Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
col 1 eaque interviewed him. In a publ ished article in the 
Statesman on 12.12.95, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categor ical ly 
that Neta/ji Subhash Bose died after beinq involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and that Dr. 

Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaii Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NETAJI’S DAUGHTER 

12. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Neta ii *s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaii. including Hayashi . EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. During discussion with EAM, she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
brinqinq back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test. 


VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI’S FAMILY 

13. While Dr. Sisi r Bose supports the idea of brinqinq back 
the ashes. Late Amiya Nath Rose. Ne tail’s nephew had been 
the most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
had opposed any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 


14. This issues with the approval of the External 
Affairs Minister. 





(Salman Haidar) 
Foreign Secretary 
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CTATFMFNT OF TMPt FMFN T AT T AN SCHFDULE 

> Subject : Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaii 

Sub hash Chandra Rose from Japan to India. 





Gist of deci si on 
required 


Pro jected benef i ts/ resu I ts 


Time schedule or mam 
of implementations/ 
reporting to Cabinet 
Secretariat 


A decision is 
required to be 
taken urgently 
as to what is 
to be done wi th 
the mortal 
remains of 
Neta ji Subhash 
jfc Chandra Bose 
now kept in 
Renko.ii Temple 
j n Japan. 


To forestall a crisis in 
birth centenary year of 
Netaii in case Tndia is 
asked to take charge of 
the mortal remains of 
Netaii bv Japanese 
Government, and /pressure 
groups of Bose ^Academy . 


To be decided as per 
directions of the 
Oabi ne t 


* 




( RAI MAN HAIDAR ) 
FnRFTGN SFCRFTARY 


3i- 25/4/f3 ^ft ait(Tflt) 

fTO mm 
3t 


fTO %ii# %m 3 ^ %g % 3i$3 3mW 
%r 3t TO TO 33 33x113 i 


%tt% % 3i$3 i ^s 3133 33% ITO % f TO 5ft i %n ^t % 

31M3 TO% %l to 31331 TO % f%f ~$&w. %ir% % 3(53if%ff 3ft TO % 3313 arrai 35P t \ 

TOTO % it TOtft TOfis %tftTO3fi3ftii35'% TO t f% TOTO % 31TO 3R%3t %t 
to TO %t TOTO TOt t i *r ip 353£9 TO t f% 33% 3p? ip %tt TO%i 3ft 35 

TO* %t TOt %t 3^cl %t 53f%l 33313 3 3% I ?3 pfTOt TO % TOwfR 33tf^ TO%1 
TO fTO 3313 W 3t t, I%it3353; %3 3f35fTO % 3lf%3 % 531 ft TO 53351 53P3 tft TO 
3ft 3531 fe I 53% TOTO (TO 3% % 3lt %f3t % (33*33, 1995 *T TO % (TO 3% % 
W TO to t 35 3551 31 f% *1 333 35 353j5 TO f 1% TOft % 3lTO 3f3%3 33%t 

31^jf*I 3133 511353 33% TOl3 %t 3t331 J3#3 TO I 53% 35H3I 35 *$t 33R31 f f% 3t3F 

3T3TO TO %t 35 355 TOt t f% 35 %fl%l % 3I$3 3135(31 %t 3i3lTO 33 3lfTO H53 353 
ft t TO% % 31^3 TOft %t ffaTO 35) 3lf%3 T53 TO % 5*3513 35331 3133 % f%f ptf%3 
3ft 5131 I TOf %ff% % 31$3 313TO % 333 f 5*1 331 TO) t, W TO *t 3535151 ft%3 
%3I 5*31 I 

2M*$3 fTO%: f%%3 fTOf TO tajt 3f t%TO 351 fTO 

I . %fl% % f%)3 351 313511 313313ft $ ^ g*n ^ | ^ pfTOl 3ft3 3353t % ^ 313 

33 313lf%31 (TO 513T3I t f% 331 31333 f 3335) f%T3 18 31333, 1945 %t 3PJ313 fTOl *f 

f3I 31 I 

(35) 5)15 3313 3ff*lfo %t t33ft;333I %t 313 33 3133 3K35f3 % 5 3^1, 1956 %t #T 3f33%3 
%3^ ftg33 %; %t N( 1*|i3f%fe3 %t 313 TO 3ft3 33 33 3F33 3133513 3?t ft%t *131 TO 351 
3513 3t3I 331 31 1 3tTOf%ff t%TO 335 3t %H% 3,313 3^ %3 16 31333, 1945 % 311313131 
%35135 ^1 33131 3153H |f331 f 33%t 3313lt%l ^ 3ft3 5331% 313 351 333FTO 3331 353’ 

35 %3fa 2M % 3|33 ^ m f%TO 33 3f% f% %5% %t ?fg 18 ^1333, 1945 %t 31J3H 
^TOl f 31i:5if (31^313) *t ft % 1 51^it% 31^% 5H5 33M P3 %t3 f31.3p. *131 % 531 fHt 

33 533H$t3 f%f ^ %f%3 % ^1 3^ 3l31 f 531 f%TO f 3l3(53fcl ^333 %t % %t3 TOt 
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siw# ^ ^ i wraith aiggftRi ft gfftfft aft fftit£ qn gicq qn*ft qqr ft g air 
sir ftftq toir ft qggg aft ftqt£ aft gMi* qR M «n i 

(^) "fR Ml: MiqaF gM qg Mffll ft MFfl ?ft qRHf aft ffti ^cTF^t % M % Wit ft 

F^qit qS Ml gM aft W 3fft ft qft ft, Ml Mlft ft 3fk 3TT^ % foq «RRR Mi 
aft ^ift gftt ft, aft ft^ft gq ft^ftq TOR ft ftcllft MS ftfa % qrqq ftt ^Ilft ft qft ft II 
"^i4, i9?o qtt qq; tt^g-ftM mi anqfti 'R ■‘I6M Mn qi i ftM 3 m ^Mra*i ft thiPi^rd gM 
a^iqftSl ft ft* , ft. ^m\ aft Ml ifil qsprjpf giTO fftgqg Ml Ml qi I Ml W9H, qqf, 
qftftl, Rtligg, gftM, MdHIH ftg tnt^H Ml »4T Ml TOt 224 Miff ft ^TO? aft aft 

(fMft ioc tft mi ft qnf^r^r ft Mft Mif ft aft ^ ft) i snfttl ft to ftsi aft it 

qft wn ft qmftt ftg sggiftft aft w^r ^ ft i 3 Mh ?ft ) fftM qg qfqi fft ftgift aft 

|?g gitltf ft 18 3TO, 1945 aft qigqff gM ft ft ft 1 ftfftTO ft 5B Rft£ qg MtR 

Mil an mi ggft MmI aft g-ftqqg m M qi i Mq aft ftqtft mi aft q| qntqif ft gM 

WM 3 fel^^ 1 974 aft TO ft fttftt TOl ft TOf <R ^ fell W »H I 

(q) ftt sni mm to, gigs mm iri qqfo Mg aft fftftft ft qR *t Mqn#i Mi gfaq ft 
qg. q??i aft fftqit 19 ^g, 1966 ft qqi m qn 1 

ftgr qin ^idi ft tfti ^ni mm gtfttft ft» m^i ftlqftt ft giM % ftRffi qiftg 
ft.^t. Mg ft Mmt, 1945 ft m MRi ffti qft g^ti q^s w: qg.i qfftrai mm?, 
ft^t % 5 ^mim ft 3iMi fftfft^t Mftfttftg #mi ftr fftftM ft qi Mi qt ffti qi ftM 
qgiq ms fttg fti Mg qft ^ft % gift ft fttqftt ft ftN Mfti gMit qn mi ginq 1 Mitft si 
srpq qft aik qM PfM ft ?g qra qft iiftt gft ftt [% ?g Iftitft qft qqr qfft fftftg q?t grqn^ aft 
w qRi ftt ^iqftt 1 Mitft ?g fftftt qft qqi 5 ilft grcg qft Mqn^tq tor qft (*n ftt fftifti^t 
?ftfttftg, ftt qq q^, giM % fftftqiqi aft qi iftfttftg qiq, qf Mft % qit) ftq ftt ftt 1 

sggftM ftMi aiM^i 1942-47’ % qqnsiq % sr id qMiM sri wk 

qtt krai mi 27 qqqft, 1 978 qn qq i wt giM^ftiq qn Miq ?g qqiR ft ' ftft aiqft 

aifftft^qilR MS aft ft ftk qqaft qn aftft anjftqnftcfi Rtf) is qftt ft 3fR ft a?ffMi ft ifti ?g 

ft Mft qftM ftt giM ft ftM ftfftq, ftt % stgq mi vi# gi#g % to to 
aik qqf ft Mnftt qiqi aiMift % ^q ft qflM ft, ft aiqftt qqr gro ' fft ^ 3tfa si qR ?q 
qMi ’ ft 18 apigg, 1945 aft qigqrc gftMi qn Mir ft M Mi ft kigft ^r?q ms fttg q?t 
ggg fft ftt i 

?g q^Mi ft Milft qi ftt qin ft 1956 ft qqi gfofftiftftsg ^ w «n 
ftift qrgqiq gfei sft M qn qqft glqi mi «n mi iMiffti ^fi qtg qn aiftt fti qi itmi 

ft fq; m% qit ^tlftg ft ftR ft ftiMg ftq ft ft ftfft^q n qfftMq?gi % ms wi, 67 Miit 

fM Miftt % fftq ^rnn mi qrM ijg gi^r ft 3n?q^ ft ffti ftgnft igm ms aft siggn 
fftMi ftftftftt i ?g qig ft fftft ftft qRqnft % 3 ^ Mift qrftt ftt gftt anir ft, M 
3 ift 5 n aft: aiiftqi gw it ^nft ft [fti ftgi ^1 ggiq ms aft TO qi^q ft simr sM ft 1^ ftt t 



R. 25/4/tp ^ 

f^r hhrth 


fae hh hi wti ihiri fan t hi ^RtRi 3trW ^ ufc k ^ sfc ^r?i 

rn^ 23 3fTRR £ ?pFH HI HR *R OT #IRR % I I 3f*RR % ^ BR RctTC & 3Rff^ H^S HlR 
=A ^IcH ^ R1R f^R ^ i 

hi itn tj fn> ttH*?!- ^it *3t fc f^n^s' % It, fan fakit Inn 
% ^ 3® n$t ^ nit *#sr HR<t t, rhi ^n % m$\ fkim ^ 3 Rt T*-ift ik 
SffaRtePfTC it r£ s^ifai $ i 

(s) Mt R*R ^II k 3 SfiRR, 1977 ^ 3 Tpp HOT *151 HR/tl RR5IR 3 HI 3f^J fafHI 

HI fa; HI ^Rl# % HIHH ikt Hit H2RI H^t Rf* fat % HfH HRfa % fan$ 3tR RH^flH 3fTHfa 

Jpl W ^ I ?fl HOT *R 1977 if RHI 1978 if $\ falOT 3 HHf ft <$t I 28 3fH^f t 1978 

H>l H^ii+pt k HIR if IRR^H HR^ gtT ^ fal^t 3f*j5R HR ^HHR fa>Hl HI I 

■^fl# wz 3m H?i H>njjtHI % fan? IHlt H1HI ^ 3mm 18 3PRR, 1945 Hit 

Rllltf IHlt SlH if IHlt l^fl if ^RH?! gr*f ^ TPTC % RHH if Ht HR WH Hit Ht ?! - Hlelt 
HR ipR HRT?I 5115 RHTC ?HIR ?£t 3fSqfjrai if ifSR nfafaf SRI RHI ^ftt HR HHH R^H OTRTH 
3p ttHlfagR OT*5t51 ^ ^t-it. ^fojRl Hit 3ItH^l $ XTcfi HHR$tH HTH 3fRtH SRJ | Hl^t Rfafal 
H?t h§hr faqt£ 3 rhj ^ fatHRi it gcg ?£i ^ nit i^t 3i\roi hi rh 3 ir 3i ftntd if fann^t 
^T SotI H>t HHRPH^I % w if HH^ \RFTC> ^ Hl^t t fCT HHllt IfCTt if 
Mif^f NhFHhT 3& Ht ^ l fl 3fc; irfH^f ITHflft ^ IH5RH it 

w ^ i 3H 5iHi3ff femRfHt 3ik ftniii nil ^ |q ^pr hb ^ 5#rr hr^ t 
fcmm HI^I HR^t t fip 'jfoft ^IHfHHf t I ^1 #5 W5>K HI HI^Ef HR^t I f¥ 3fR 
HTH HRHtf ^ Hitt fir5tH HH>3R 1^1 ift itHf I g^ U#? t fill ift 1H HHfRH ^3^ ftr i|t 
wrtm fin 3fH^ ^ HOT Hit Hlftl ^ ^t I 

5^ H5H1I Ht ^11 3 3RRI HOTf HfHI ^ 1^141 I tRfl HR^ I^ltR HR if HI 

HtH^n H?t : 

'SIH if HHHHft HII 3fiHR oqsR HR IHRfl HHtSif I XTH tRfl gf^H WRf f 3n f^ 
if HRf ^ HU HI tjpR^H HR^ % t?Ift HRH % ^ftHt Hit 3fR ^ 3P-^ t=fH5f HfH HHfl^ HU HHRf 

hr tit hi 3ti m rhi Hig-% Rk hc ^fi^it nit gR 3$m R^t to 

'HfHR if tRHit^t if ?& Hlt^H 3 [hM Hit HP#tHRfl % Hit if HI H5R 3f^ 
stPfiftR t HHI if 3Rf5tH ^ff ^t ^HfH WZ HtR % #t ^ sfcfl RrHlf#! HHTRR^t 3 HHR if 
HII ^ f% HTHR R \m ^fHH if Hit 3fR RfH HH HIHHIR R^t ^ I RHffo Hl| HIHf HHI HI 
^ ^J?l 5RI RHR if HIHH % HRR ^lt HHHI R5IHI HHI HI RRH^t ^RRH 3fIHtl % fa^HTHt % 
Hft^^H if ^1 3mM if ^ffH Hit Ht *ft 3fR 5-lln t^t Hft Rf? 3fRIR Rft fe? $ fait 

M RTT 3fTHtH SRI 3fR 3f:it HTH HR^ H?l 3ffH5HHRff H^tR it^t it I m HIH^ H^t H^fHIHI 

^t HH^tfcfHI RHRft H?t iftfe % HH ? .l Pt^fiaR 5RRIH Hi RP-f 5^f HHI HI I 
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fiftl 4; Ti'14 

"ViTlI fV ?lc4 55 T 34%> OlTfe 3R%M% if% 3%r7u 5T% tT HTUcTT 3-1T54T3% 

c. v 

rt 1$T |311 1 I m %4T # 4575 u-c; q%?T % 4T4q g%% % %5*4 f* 4g>f c% 

51 < if 4 777 U% t I 8 l "i Fj 1 <|iT7 "fi|illT IT M7T t? ft 11 it ?1^TH 5%5 *< i 

4f4 18 OPffcL 1945 ll E-TI85T4 5%24T 4 5TgL% 7 % til UI I fjfrfcW 47 437(14 

77 BE fqiD 1 t Tfi 5T7 Tr 174 7751% 3P5BT Sci FTOB 34% BTTfe 3155)5% 

3-177(1 qTTffl 57% % 5%f ft%7 4 8%14 E4 let S%4T 78%ff E?T% 37175347 5473 
447 E% 4WT e ! " 

477454 ft 7T"14i frit 4744% wt frill'd % 27 F75 7%, 199) 7% is! ^77TF 

77 3141% 54 fill 57 31% 7 73 4 474% tl filled ‘77 fqBT 447 47 1 

VI 

| 11 4 74 _%_ r^'i l Jti LIi p i- _ll fl 1- i 

11414 % fill 44T4B IT <7 11414 % 1t'5U 47 75 % m 557375 7% 17 1' 

3 1 1 41 <1 , 195 6 % 4% 3 4744 1171 flirt I ; 5P4 4B % TU.fprU 5% 5 fl 774 

cffl- 51 L 54T 4(7*7 UT 3FB 4?7% 47 114% W 1 44 1771 Ti51T ¥7 f74%£ %1% >fT) 

tv 11*4 f7fl%f % BE 515 "It lilt 7 51 f t) %4Tl! 713171 1 7~K 5%n ft 154 10 

1945 7% fill 7 5% eJ 41 I fee'* f?M% J % ,jFB 17 % % 51M-5TM %5T vfp 7T4lU 

VJ \£> 

i%fi 7% user id % ?k UrFiitn jPr enf 3F:.,<iTBUT4 55 t dTStnif 5147 

\g C 'fl * v V 

3174575 % 47%! 71 74* 317% 8 4 3%l 51 1 44 171 §JI f7B%% 47 515 4571 Tiffin ; 

yffifIT 175 jiTB%4 -qVif % f\ 2 3 it 7 f 4T 411 
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2. %"q%B iTl'i’bl 4 B 4757%, 199 5 7% %4Tl% 411 4 fpf 5%'fl % qiTfe 

1% 114 74 % 11175 57% % 11 4% 4 '( 15417 ft 4 7 51 I 3[fd4 fftfa 7% 3177 lrf%5 

^ 1151SM 4 f4%7 fcU7 51 ft 11^1 4 % 4 55% 7% fl5qfid%457 Tflffn 11* 

efit 11? 3117 4g 1% 41 fife 3rkii 1% % 3%45 7871375 % Tw ?5 3U7 Oil 5%147 

7% 171,557 4S It e%44% % 517% 77155 % T^tl 31471 4 ft 47 17? ft % g4 

53%)' 4543% ft 175 7% 1 

V> 

qffal 4 c8q757 

3 . qjfife 3 RlllCl cfi4 8 l % 51U7t till % ; g57'4i 5Te7 %^‘%“i7%l% 5%r, r 7 % 4 55 

% ulfif i 574 ?T‘ jrff 4 (ff'T-I % 'ft G’: V I 11414 % 3F4 4 IT 75("% 4 l’ 

t 8 :% 4 %% 57t.11 T1114 47% t. 4 7 v d 1141344% 5T7T 41 fife 7514% 77 7 ~u 

!!%7 [117,7 f 4.1.7 1757 et 8 ) 4-1 751 3PF5 V 4 % killt m 47%%5 3)5%ri% % 
44 fifn 4e " e 551 Li FIT 75H % 75^, 51%) 3417%T % fiTV 5H1 4 7 4TT5a IF' 
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4 . ll q -nT 7qi-i ml - \m\n Yu mmm mY TYttY ST tY Y IYuY lYnT MgY £?l r. 

^ w v r 

Tl4rT Y qmjTTY Y TITT Y iY STl 3 4 41?. ul^ 1*4 flTS^tfV Y TSlfYiimU rTTT 4? qT"f*5a 

V O 

jfc^F-I TTTV >41 Fl^ru UH; ml ?! jT-HWl' Y ?» r,Tmf qf|‘ ? ;T f| >1 3ii 7 t 4Y 9*1 3m Y % r 3' : T 

v / o / 

34 55 ml & t V . 4T044T Jll i) MS f HTf^q aiqluff S~i YmiTB ST 3 *t 4 BUT a ST »' 

/ V ^ v 

t: 3\ : ^i EMlY Uuli Ui tfY UiTHT ¥ f<: UT'iTUT jfi T rfluft*! BTSTtY % q'TTUlfi ifi 
* JRkYcJB Y lULi lYC 9T$ 3 >tY ml 3n*Y 1*9IT HtT 1 1 m jR qrftfa 31^rf Y TT3T?1 
Y few 6 uUj GUO >R UTfifo 014 YY fci HE 4 3 Ml flLT W 1 % nU YYlUTU YY 
I fmft’fqq >R tiiii U£T4T «1T4I MCR 4VT Y 30 H5H4T, 1995 Y fbYsi 

mm : ,4 Y u?i 4 'i nr! q -< mtimi si ¥ on t eYmY >1 YrsY ufr qfsT sY httu nwn 
ST mUfa liYfcTn 600,000 >14 ¥ 'Otl ST l tYfi-iiR >R ST fel % I 
VriTvlt Y PTIHo jluV-Y sY J1TT.il rn-i MT 3 FI 

5 . ELtY Tim. mi ST J'T-viT l 1Y Y?il c,qTU pq T 4 Y -nil ufY Y FIEuW uY ?T 

T'Y l* «lY 0„. YY : .iT t¥ l* 3iT i MTp4n J' Y 4 ci aw-fr T qfTfPlcI fWlEITT'i 
iR;Y t’l u MR-Y t IS 3 : iv Ellt; >IUTir SI -^/Ul of : 41 ?rwn’l aTPIT ~?t? r i 

TuMi -iciTOi t % tic-YYiqT Y mu >1 41 es’i jrfos gqYcr, ?it;?q t sY :*Yt > 

c- »t 

M t^im etst «n tl't b fu>r i <q 7 rl fcin?Y s"i irtT > ,sY qYp iptotY Y ?rfrm 

bl T-iST TTHTTH uTi 4ti T t I 1 9jf ! iVn, 1994 s\ ^Ui^fTOTl jrfiTfi % 3PPT 4T 

rr eottY n set m 1 s"4Yj mt*»tti iftx yu «> 3Pi?nT" gm.tj me irRim irnYfro- 

?'Tu?i SVH 1 sw'ftfl W- #2 nfcf l 1 >' 50 ml ^ 4T3 o5 YfT4«'T ?rfo?i sY 95 StY 

st sY'J fsETi I - 1 Ym 51 mu sit it 6 Is pT ucTf-q Ymlfmti ?rfmu sY sittY thY 
Uc.u Lra^i ¥ gi uff? YtiisY % imkY il 3fuu ?it-4TU iYt ' buttIs Y n 

V 5 VO 

TiTTu vYerv stY Y ur 3^t elYtt 

6. "tufrrR cqtifMT " 3TTT "MtYYi 3to3ltlT ^Y UTTU Y STY Y fqq cUTS"Y Brfq Y 
WT^Tqtl SY JP-mYYfUiT Y TH, 1995 Y ftlYu Vif iti > TTT m TTfrra sY jlQTfl srr 1Y ; 1 

mr u] 1 

_ >•• TM T4 Y IT Yu l-lv.Ti i4 Y fuuiT 


mqiu Y YmYu Ymtt: >i .j;Y m.T ¥ f ~im >immfl _i i soeff tmrfftfh 

Cv 
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UMT 3RTT 5Ri SMTSUT^i w-\-\ , I997U1 YuY :.A J 3 mY| .lifTiTT TIT Til OTq?l > ! 


4iT>l si imrtT V 'l-tiTi Yl il._ >ur \n t V ; Lf ST 4TS v: q^nTU Y tlYT 
Mi Uifc'i Uk' win 41 I fciYu ITTiW fcUlY MTlTfcl 3W T GUTTY TiTSfU Y fS4T TiTUr 
;Y r SI lxn$ 7 L i* A?\t 1 
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(kkm 991519 

fkk?I 9% 9k 9I3I9 % fkksi 9% %f% % 5119 gra%3 

( 53 ) fkkgt k% 9k ^rr ^5t w ^ %5i9 9 rm % fkksi k% kifkkf 9%k k fkksi 9% 

9k 8 RldM<, 1995 9k ^95%% 9^5 Wi ?l 99k p ^ fit,- t$ «tp k ^TRI% t 
% k?¥% g% gn 3 tr^ 99k k i k3i% % nif^N t % 951k gk k535 53 k 5tg?ut 

9i ws$\ t gfk gid 35 3k f%gi ^iitt f% ^ kt3 %t p 3Rk% gk kiggra ^ ^ | 3H 

fft 5k t I %f%9 59 99k 9H 31% %t| 551 9kt fSI 91 9kT k I 91319 % f^I 9% 

%fk% 9%% k fkk9 9% % 5jj53*3 f%915 919k 9lk I fakSI 9% k 9151 f% 9T53 % ft9151%9 

99^ff k m 99ki % vnfk5i k i kgiki gk 95=9 99k 9k kffl 1 99% 3^915 % 335 

5195% k fkkgg* k3ikt % 331 9%k k 999k kf^Ri 9153 k rft ^iR 35 kk 913*3 9ifk5 9k 
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NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject : Proposal to brinq the mortal remains of 
Neta.il Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


The mortal remains of Neta.ii are now kept in the Bose 
Academy in Tokyo. The pressure to return the ashes comes 
chiefly from the associates of Neta.ii, who are qrowinq older 
and who feel a personal sense of responsibility for the 
ashes. They feel that after them, there miqht be nobody to 
pay proper respect to the memory of Neta.ii. Even within the 
nroun. the main pressure is from older members, especially 
Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose Academy, who is in poor 
health. Besides, Foreiqn Minister Y. Kono durinq his 
meetinn with EAM in September 1995, had conveyed that he 
personally felt that it would be better to return the ashes 
to his homeland and to his family. In addition, there is a 
possibility that India mav be asked by the Bose Academy to 
take charoe of the mortal remains of Netaji. It would not 
be possible for India to refuse to take possession of the 
mortal remains. Therefore, a decision is required to be 
taken urgently as to what is to be done with these mortal 
remains . 

BACKGROUND NOTF r VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Neta.ii’s death is an issue surcharqed with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of Auqust. 1R. 1945. at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizat ions. 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report; In response to a 
public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5. 1956. "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concernina the 
departure of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra Bose from Banqkok about 
the 16th Auqust. 1R45. his aliened death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committeee. by a majority of 2:1. came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
Am o' is t ]R, 194 S, While S/Rhri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Maitra, siqned the report. Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disaqreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissentinq 
report. Althonqh the report of the Committee was 
considerably devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 




( b ) Khosla Commission of I nqui ry : In view of 

widespread feelinq amonqst the public that the problem of 
findinq the truth about Netaji’^ death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970. one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore. Malaysia. South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad), A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Neta.ii died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on Auqust IB. 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findinqs. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974. 


* 

W ' 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
bv Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P to the then Foreign 
Secretary Shri S. Dutt. about Col. Figgess’s report 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col. J.G. Fiqqess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander S.F. Asia Command. Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India. asking him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the storv of the death of Netaii Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out bv him and Col. Fiqqess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report, to the then Government of India! either the Director 
of Military Intelligence. GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch, New Delhi. 

Hi oh Commi ssi oner ’ s reference dated 27 th February, 1978 
to Lord Mount-batten after the publication of the classified 
document, called “The Transfer of Powers 1942-47". Lord 
Mountbatten stated the fol lowinq "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt. was shared by Wavell himself but in a 
book. "The Fnd of the. War in Asia" bv Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese lanquaqe officer in Tndia and Rurma during and 
at the end of the war. he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th Auqust 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 
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In this book ho also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh 
Bose still stuck to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union, other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of the 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash. The fact that he has 
never surfaced any where to my knowledqe makes it appear 
more than ever clear he was in fact killed in the crash. 

The letter you quote from Vol .VI of "The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Fvan Jenkins, that is. 
seven days before Chandra Bose’s death. 

H.V. Hndson . author of "The Great Divide", appears to 
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparinq to 
write his book. 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
Auqust 3, 1977, urqinq the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
lenqth in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 2Rth Auqust, 1978 
the Prime Minister interveninq in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Neta.ji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air — crash on 
IRth Auqust.. 1945 at Taihoku airfield durinq his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Mai. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri 6.D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab Hiqh Court. The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
liqht of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
bv having any further inquiry. I hope that in the 
liqht of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion". 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doinq 
so he declared in the House: 

“Today. I cannot express my qratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Neta ji is not declared dead" . 



The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra 
Rose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findinqs and no fresh grounds 
requirinq further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the following proposal : 

IP* 

"The issue of Netaii’s death and brinqinq of ashes to 
Tndia is surcharged with emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappearance of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra 
Rose. It. has already been accepted that Neta.ii Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at 
Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs are. therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holdinq 
yet another enquiry or/by brinqinq the ashes back to India 
at present as this miqht create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 
m 

(d) Report of the Japanese Foreign Office: In a note 

verbale issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreian Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Rose. The investigation report 
incorporated the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 PM. The report, inter alia, 
included sequence of events leadinq to the sad demise of 
Neta.ii Subhash Chandra Bose, alonq with rouqh sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital. This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry. 

UNION CAB IN FT DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8. 1995 

?. The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8 , 1995 . 

the question of brinqinq the mortal remains of Neta.ji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. While deferrinq 
a final decision. the Cabinet directed that the 
dependability of the arranqements in Japan should be 
proper Iv examined and that a conti nnencv plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif icial ly requested to look 
into these aspects. 
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PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be received 
kindly. as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. 

4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We used to 
donate Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt 
that the contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 
million. As per PM’s directive dated 30th November, 1995, 
MEA processessed the proposal and have increased Government 
of India’s annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo from Yen 600.000/- to Yen One million. 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador’s impression is that such pressure as 

there is. comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are qrowinq older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibi li tv for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Havashi , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19. 1994. Mr. Hayshi had said that that would be the 

last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist tradition 
and practice". While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younqer members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to see 
Netaji ’s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador’s remarks on the "present arrangements” and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June. 1995. 
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VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 

7. (a) The Japanese Foreiqn Office has asked us whether, 

in view of the forthcominq 50th anniversary of Neta.ii ’s 
death and the forthcominq centenary of his bi rth( January 23, 
1*597), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a suqqestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreiqn Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 

EAM’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono 

(b) Durinq EAM’s visit to Japan. Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renkoji temple 
O' on 8 September. iq<)5 and said that there were many Japanese 

who respected Netaji Bose . The background to the issue of 
Netaji’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people takinq care of the ashes are qettinq old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK souqht EAM’s candid 
assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressinq. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was fallinq next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji’s pephews, had raised stronq objection to the 
takinq of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
m court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 

established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji’s 
relatives to resolve the issue. India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so lonq with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his dauqhter who was in favour of takinq the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 



STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

8. In a note verbale dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of i nvestiqations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years . 


MEA’S SUGGESTIONS 

9. MEA suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 

Neta.ji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence. In doing so, the following 

preparatory action was envisaged: 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requestinq the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or 

ii) Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemorate Neta.ji’s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader’s ashes to India. 

MHA’S STAND 

10. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 

felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, Neta.ji’s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Neta.ji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of Netaji’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASH IS C. RAY OF CNN 

11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN. who is the qrandson of Neta.ji ’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and incontrovertible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renko.ji Temple are Netaji’s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an international team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the .job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like". He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji’s ADC Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests. 


Hr. Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November. 1995 
that Dr. Tanevoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Neta.ii Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12.95. Hr. Ashish Ray stated categorical ly 
that Neta.ii Subhash Bose died after beinq involved in a 
plane qrash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and that Dr. 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaii Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NETAJI’S DAUGHTER 

12. Hs. Anita Pf af f , Neta.ii’s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Neta.ii. including Hayashi . EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995. Durinq discussion with EAM, she 
expressed her willinqness to go along with the proposal of 
bringinq back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI'S FAMILY 

13. While Dr. Sisir Bose supports the idea of bringinq back 
the ashes, Late Amiya Nath Bose, Neta.ji’s nephew had been 
the most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
had opposed any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 
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Reference is invited to this office U.O. of the 
same number dated 19.12.1995 regarding a proposal for 
DNA analysis of Netaji's ashes. 


It is requested that the comments sought in the 
matter may kindly be sent urgently. 




l.Home Secretary 
n/ 2. Foreign Secretary 

. PMO U.O. NO. 805/1 l/C/ 13/95-Pol Vol.II dated* 18.1.1996 










Attached herewith is a copy of a letter dated 1 1th August 


1995 to PM from Shri Ashis Ray regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose's "ashes". Also attached is a background note on the subject. 


- 


2. PM would wish to discuss this matter with EAM and Minister 

for Human Resource Development who may kindly see. 


> [Prabhn 
Joint-Sec 


tnm 

RarMenon] 
rjetary to PM 
5.9.1995 



f Separate copies) 
on 'bie External Affairs Minister 


\f-fon 


Hon 'bie Human Resource Development Minister 

pM 0 |f> tioh No. l6(%)/95- N 6c 0 d+d • 
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ASH IS C. 


RAY 

F-162 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi - 110021. 

11 August, 1995. 


TO: 

Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader of the opposition 
ShBi Jyotl Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal 
Shri S. R. Bommai, President of Janata Dal 
Shri Chitta Basu, General Secretary of Forward Bloc 

FROM: 

Ashis Ray 

SUBJECT: NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S "ASHES" 

On 18 August next, it will be half a century since - from various 
accounts - Netaji met with a plane crash at Taihoku and died as a 
result of it. And his "mortal remains" were taken to Tokyo and kept 
at this city r s Renko-ji temple, where they remain till date. 

During the past 7-8 years, 1 have attempted with a completely open 
mind to seek an answer to the question: what happened to Netaji? I 
have done so because, as you know, he was my grand-uncle and I have 
been very close to his wife and daughter. I also felt that we owe 
it to the Indian people - who have been so generous in their 
adulation of him - that we give them a satisfactory explanation on 
tire matter. Indeed, it is sad that neither Indian authorities Itor my 
older relatives have taken the issue seriously enough. 

The two investigations ordered by the Government of India, unfortunately 
failed to do a convincing job. Besides, Morarjee Desai, as Prime Minister 
of India in September 1978, virtually rejected their findings in a 
statement to this effect in the Lok Sabha. 

As for members of the Bose family, people have either emotionally 
and without any basis refused to accept the plane crash story or have 
endorsed it without bothering to get to the bottom of the affair. 

There are also some followers of Netaji who, either because of being' 
unaware of new evidence/information or otherwise, refuse to believe 

that he died as a result of the air tragedy. 

“V 

r n not wish to blame anyone for the situation we face. But to appeal 
tc all to come together in a rational manner to find a way out of it. 

I am sure all of you will agree that if Indeed the "ashes" at the 
Reanko-ji temple belong to Netaji, they should be brought back to India 
with state honour and disposed off on a befitting way. 

In course of my personal probe, I have visited the Public Record Office 
in London, the son of Colonel Habibur Rahman In Pakistan, met government 
officials in Germany and Japan and made enquiries in the Soviet Union/ 
Russia. Based on these, I have reached the following conclusions: 


,/iat the Japanese government carried out an investigation into 
> plane crash in 1956 - a copy of this report, which confirmed 
jat Netaji died as a result of it and that the "ashes” at the 
yenko-ji temple were his, was handed over to the Indian government 
but remains for no reason marked "TOP SECRET" till date and, 
according to Justice" G D."Khosla, was never presented before his 
Commission; 


4 


b) that the Russian government conveyed to the Indian government 
in January 1992 that Netaji never visited the Soviet Union in 
19^5 or thereafter; 


c) that there are some British government files pertaining to 
Netaji at the Public Record Office in London which have been sealed 
for extraordinary periods as opposed to being de-classif ied after 
30 years, but can be revealed under certain conditions to either 
the Government of India or to a relative of Netaji; 
j pir 

dK that Colonel Habibur Rahman never deviated from his claim that 
Netaji died as a result of the crash and, according to his son, 
Naeemur Rahman, died disappointed about the fact that some people 
in India disbelieved his account and questioned his motive; 



e) that Colonel Habibur Rahman was of the view that the aircrash was 
as a result of sabotage by Chinese technicians aimed at officers of 
• 'apanese armed forces travelling on the flight in the still hostile 
war atmosphere; and 


f) that he put a gold-plated tooth belonging to Netaji, given to 
him by Japanese officials, after the cremation, in the urn containing 
th® "ashes" . 

I would, therefore, request that the steps listed below be kindly 
taken : 

1 . the Japanese government report be made public without any further 
delay ; 

2 . the details of the Russian government note to the Indian 
government also be made public; 

3. the British government be asked if It changed its mind on its 
initial view that Netaji did not die as a result of the crash; and 

>1 , the urn be x-rayed and It be authenticated if there is a gold- 
plated tooth in it or not and then a search be made in Germany and 
SoutV East Asia for Netaji’ s dental records - I say this because after 
50 'years of dilly dallying, we need to be scientific and not sentimental 
in our approach. 

May I add that it should be abundantly clear to any reasonable person 
that even If - as was suggested by some in the 19 b 0 s and 1950 s - 
Colonel Habibur Rahman put out the story of the crash under instructions 
to hoodwink people about Netaji ’s whereabouts, he would surely have 
raised questions about what happened to his leader by the time he 
died in 1978. In other words, If anyone thinks that Col. Rahman was 
under orders to mislead people, it is ridiculous that he would have 
continued to do so till his death. He had no motive, nothing to gain 
from misleading people till the end. 


/thermore, I would suggest that we obtain a full and final 
^ptement from the Japanese government on some of the grey areas 
jf A aircrasb episode. Including an explanation. If possible, on 
why the cremation certificate was not in Netaji’s name. 

Tt is not necessary to go into the expense and paraphernalia of 
another Commission. All It requires is common sense and a will 
to close the messy chapter once and for all. 

Heedless to mention, there are almost irrefutable indications that 
Netagi died consequent to the plane crash and that the "mortal 
remains" at the Renko-ji temple are his. But I do not Intend to 
thrust thfiseupon anybody. All I urge is that we try and reach a 
national consensus and pay due respect to a departed soul - arguably 
one of the outstanding sons of India. 

And I should like to emphasise that in making the proposal I am I 
seejc' no publicity for myself. Only, if desired, I am prepared to 
work behind the scene to proceed in the matter. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely. 



TOP SECRET 


PRIME MINISTER 'S OFFICE 

The Cabinet had accepted the conclusions of the two Inquiry 
Committees of 1956 and 1970 that Netaji died in the air- 
crash in August 1945; 

In February 1991, the CCPA had approved that no 
useful purpose would be served by holding yet another 
inquiry or by bringing the ashes into India. 

In September 1994 PM had directed MHA to bring a paper 
for Cabinet's consideration on Netaji's death and the 
possibility of bringing his ashes to India, keeping in view that 
Netaji's birth centenary would be in January 1997. The 
Cabinet considered a paper on this subject in February 1995, 
and deferred a decision. (A copy of the note for the Cabinet 
is attached.) 

The MEA does not have any Japanese report on their 
investigation into Netaji's death; 

In January 1992, the Russian Government confirmed to our 
Embassy in Moscow that "as per data vailable in the Central 
and Republic Archives there is no information about the stay 
of the former President of the Indian National Congress Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1 945 and after 



5) 



j*. 

6 ) 



MEA has no records of the British Government stand, as 
reported by Shri Ray, in the late 1940's that Netaji did not 
die in the plane crash; 

As to the point about the urn containing the ashes, MEA had 
reported earlier that the urn has never been x-rayed. There 
are some discrepancies about the dates on which the ashes 
believed to be Netaji's were seen by Col Habibur Rahman, 
Netaji's ADC. His two separate dispositions refer to a small 
piece of gold being seen among the ashes; 


{It may be mentioned that it has been decided to establish a 
National Committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary and the 
Department of Culture has been asked to formulate a proposal for this.} 

**#####****#** 
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TOP SECRET 


Nr. 

No. 1/12014/27/93- IS. (D. II J) 
92 ministry of home affairs 



COPY NO. 




NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject:- Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kepet in the 
Bose Academy in Tokyo. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding the Academy and having the 
last memorial service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death. Because of this and also 
since the birth centenary of Netaji is due in 1997, the 
issue of what action is to be taken regarding the mortal 
remains of Netaji has now acquired some urgency. There has 
been wide media coverage in Japan focusing on the concern 
expressed by the war veterans of the Academy over the 
Government of India's lack of interest in taking the ashes 
to India. If no decision is taken ih 1995, India may be 
asked by the Bose Academy to take charge of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. It would not be possible for India to 
refuse to take possession of the mortal remains. Therefore, 
a decision is required to be taken well in advance as to 
what is to be done with these mortal remains. 

Background 


2. Netaji's death is an issue surcharged with emotion. 
The issue of whether he actually died in the plane crash of 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku has been questioned by some 
individuals and organisations. 

3. In response to public demand, Government of India 
appointed an Inquiry Committee in April, 1956 to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netaji's death in an air crash. 
The Committee comprised S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

mtlfhr 

. r< ‘-i f 
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Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) and 
S.N.Maitra, former Chief Commissioner of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. The Committee, by a majority of 2:1, 
came to the conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash 
at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August, 1945. Shri Suresh 


Chandra Bose disagreed with this conclusion and submitted 

a d issentin g .report. Although the report of the 

Committee was considerably devalued by Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose's dissent, the majority report was accepted 
by the Government . 


4. The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 
persisted. Rumours about Netaji 's survival and subsequent 
disappearance kept cropping up. In response to a demand 
for fresh inquiry by a number of MPs belonging to 
different political parties, the Government of India 
appointed a one-man Commission of Inquiry in July, 1970. 
Justice G.D.Khosla, retired Chief Justice of Punjab High 

Court, was asked to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose a nd make a report to the Central 
Government". The Commission visited Japan, Burma, 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan 
and examined 224 witnesses (including 100 examined 
abroad). A large number of files and documents produced 
before the Commission were examined. The Commission 
arrived at the same conclusion that Netaji died in the 


% 


air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The Cabinet 
considered this report and accepted the findings. The 

report of the Commission, alongwith the Memorandum of 
Action taken thereon was laid on the Table of both the 

Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

5. Shri Samar Guha moved a motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd 
August, 1977 urging Government to set up a three-man 
Commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the 
mystery of the disappearance of Netaji. The discussion 
on the motion was inconclusive. It was, however, found 
that the point raised by Shri Guha in his speech in the 
House had been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the 
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context of the Khosla Commission's findings and no fresh 
grounds requiring further investigation by a ne 
Commission had been advanced by him. The matter was, 
therefore, placed before the CCPA with the following 
proposals 


"The issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. We have 
already had two enquiries on the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It has already been 
accepted that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died in 
the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another enquiry or/by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might 
create un necessary tension s." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 and 

the matter was laid at rest. 


6. Since then, as mentioned earlier, the question of 

Netaji's mortal remains has assumed urgency. If no 
decision is taken by 1995, in which year the Bose Academy 
proposes to have the last memorial service, India may be 
asked by Renkoji temple to take charge of the urn 
containing the ashes whereby we may have no alternative 
but to store them in our Mission in Tokyo. It would look 
most inappropriate if we decline to take charge of the 
ashes . 

Views of MEA and IB 

7. The Ministry of Home Affairs has obtained the 

views of MEA and IB. IB's views are to the effect that 
it would not be advisable to take any initiative to bring 
back the ashes to India as there is no demand from any 
quarter for this. If the ashes are brought to India, t/ie 
People of West Bengal are likely to construe it as an 
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imposition on them of the official version of Netaji's 
death. 

8. MEA has suggested that in view of the wide-spread 

sentiments that Netaji's birth centenary in 1997 should 
be be fittingly commemorated, the ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. This action 
would form part of the full public recognition of hie 
role and contribution to India's independence. MEA 
su 999 G ®l e( 3 the following course of preparatory action:— 

(i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying 
the controversy and bringing back the ashes 
from Japan — respected public figures and 
others to be discreetly encouraged to make 
statements, including in Parliament, 
requesting the Government to bring back the 
ashes; or 

(ii) alternatively, establishment of a Committee 
to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary with 
participation of public figures of various 
political opinions, who would give the call 
for bringing back the late leader's ashes to 
India . 

Consideration of the Committee of Secretaries 

9. In view of what has been mentioned in foregoing 

para 6, a decision will have to be taken soon. There 
seems to be no scope for doubt *that he died in the air 
crash of 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Government of 
India has already accepted this position. There is no 
evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few 

individuals/organisations have a different view, they 
seem to be guided more by sentimentality rather than by 
any rational consideration. The belief of these people 
that Netaji was alive and out of contact with any Indian, 
but would appear when found necessary, has also lost 

F.No. 1/1 2014/27/93- IS(D. Ill) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 


: 5 : 


re] evance 
Government 
principle, 
worked out 


by now. Jn view of the aforesaid fact 
of India will have to take a decision 
The strategy and the modalities could 
thereafter . 


s, ( Hi 


be 


10. The matter relating to the ashes of Netaji 
alongwith other connected issues was, therefore, placed 
before the Committee of Secretaries. The directions of 
the Committee of Secretaries were sought on the following 
issue related to the ashes:- 


0 

/ 


The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 
celebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The 
Bose Academy in Japan is insisting that the 
Government of India take possession of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. A decision has to be taken 
whether the ashes should be brought to India or 
stored in our Mission in Tokyo." 


]]. During the course of discussions, the Committee of 
Secretaries observed that: 


0k 


(a) The Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum 
regarding the handing over of the ashes but 
merely made a representation on the grounds 
that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able to discharge their present 
duties; and 



(b) the Government of India was paying for the 
upkeep of the mortal remains in Renkoji 
Temple and the management could be persuaded 
to continue with this arrangement if the 
upkeep charges were increased. 

12. In view of the foregoing, the Committee of 
Secretaries arrived at the following conclusions :** 

; 

"As regards the question of taking possession of 


F.No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


the ashes was concerned/ no particular advantag 
lay in taking a decision on this at this juncture 
since the birth centenary was due only in 1997. 
Therefore, a view could be taken in the matter in 
1996-97 and till such time status quo should be 
maintained. The temple management may be 

persuaded to continue with the upkeep of the ashes 
and, if necessary, the maintenance charges being 
paid to the temple may be suitably increased to 
meet the increased cost." 

13, Conclusions of the Committee of Secretaries were 

placed before the Prime Minister for directions. The 
Prime Minister has desired that the Home Ministry bring a 
paper on the subject for the Cabinet's consideration. 
Accordingly, the matter is placed before the Cabinet for 
its consideration and directions on issues as examined at 
the foregoing paragraphs 9 to 12 and in particular on the 
f ol lowing : - 

(i) Whether the management of Renkoji Temple in 
Japan be persuaded to continue with the 
present arrangement, if necessary, with 
enhanced upkeep charges or the Government of 
India should take possession of the ashes of 
late Subhash Chandra Bose, now. 

(ii) In the event of Government of India deciding 
to take possession of the mortal remains, 
whether these could be brought to India or 
preserved in the Indian Mission in Tokyo. 

14. if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of a favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof. Samar 
Guha and members of the Forward Bloc are not reconciled 
to the fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. 
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It would, therefore, be necessary to take the members of 
Netaji's family into confidence in the first place by 
convincing them as to the genuineness of the ashes. It 
should then be easier to handle opposition from other 
quarters like the Forward Bloc. Netaji's wife and the 
only daughter are at present living in Angsburg, Germany. 
It is felt that they can best be approached through 
another nephew of Netaji, Dr.Sisir Bose. Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, the most vociferous sceptic of the air crash story, 
needs to be brought around by approaching at an 
appropriately high 1 evel . There is good chance that if 
reasonably approached, the family members may drop their 
opposition. The question of an appropriate memorial 
involving the mortal remains shall also have to be 
addressed in due course. 


15. This issues with the approval of the Home 
Minister. 


* 
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HOME SECRETARY 
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TOP SECRET 



Ministry of Home Affairs 
F.No. I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

Subject: Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


Gist of decision required Projected benefits/results Time schedule or manner of 

impl ementations/report ing to Cabinet 
Secretar iat 


Whether the mortal 
remains of Netaji should 
be taken possession of 
and brought to India 
or the status quo 
should be maintained. 


To forestall a crisis 
in the birth 

centenary year of Netaji. 


To be decided as per directions 
of the Cabinet. 



( 


. PADMANABHAI A 
HOME SECRETARY 
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In continuation of our note nf 

0[e ot even number dated 5-9-1 QQs 

regarding the "ashes" of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, forwarded herewith 
s a copy of another ietter to PM from Shri Ashis Ray. EAM and Z! 

R ource Development Minister may kindly see in the context of their 
discussion with PM on this subject. 


* 


(i Separate copies ) 



(Prabhdkar Menon)' 
jtojnt -Secretary to PM 
11-9-1995 
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TO 


3019617 P.01/01 



ASHIS C. RAY 


F -162 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi - 110021 


5 September, 1995 


Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
7 Race Course Road 
New Delhi. 




I realise you are receiving conflicting signals on the Issue of 
Netaji’s remains. And I do not wish to be a part of a pressure 
group one way or the other. , 

All I wish to submit is that my continuing research on the subject 
convinces me that the best way forward is to do a DNA test, which 
may provide conclusive and incontrovertible scientific evidence as 
to whether the ashes at Renkoji temple are Netaji f s or not. I have 
spoken to an expert on the subject; and he has no doubt that 
irrevocable proof can be obtained. 

May I propose that an international team of experts, one of whom 
can be from our DNA centre at Hyderabad, is entrusted with the job, 
with a set of observers drawn from the Bose family. Forward Bloc and 
such like. 

You have doubtless noticed that last week a team, of DNA experts 
established that remains regarding which there were doubts do indeed 
belong to Czar Nicholas. All we need is a blood sample from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a tooth {which is 
likely to exist in the urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's 
ADC, Colonel Habibur Rahman) to carry out the test. 

A direction from you on the matter can set the ball rolling. 

With best regards, 

-* 

Yours sincerely. 



thtoi p.m 


*8 



* 




Reference is invited to this office U.O. of the 
same number dated 19. 12.1995 and reminder dated 18,1,1996 
regarding a proposal for DNA analysis of Netaji's ashes. 
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1HE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 



I visited Augsborg, Germany, on 21st October 1995 to meet Netaji’s 
widow - Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and his daughter Prof. Anita Pfaff. Anita’s 
husband - Dr. tAcw'fc’m. Pfaff as well as their children were present during the 
meeting. Our Ambassador in Bonn Shri S.K.Lambah was also present. During 
the course of our conversation, the following points emerged; 







l said it was time for forward movement on the issue of return of 
the ashes of Netaji from Japan to India. The Japanese government as well 
as associates of Netaji in Japan were keen that Netaji’s ashes return to his 
motherland. 1 said that the Indian government was also keen to bring 
back the ashes at a suitable time provided controversial issues were 
resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. Ani ta Pfaff said that the 
ashes could be brought to Germany from Japan if the issue of their return 
to India remained controversial. Ambassador Lambah stated that the 
Japanese had already reacted negatively to the proposal of transfering the 
ashes to a third country.- 

1 showed the list of persons to be included in the Official National 
Centenary Celebrations Committee to mark Netaji’s birth anniversary. 


\ 


/ 


Anita Pfaff made some suggestions which I have communicated separately 
to HRD Minister and MOS (PMO), Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi. She 
accepted my invitation to be a member of the Committee. 

Netaji’s widow and his daughter raised the issue of a suitable 
memorial for Netaji as well as the question of what to do with Netaji’s 
ashes once they had been brought back to India i.e. whether the ashes 
should be immersed in the Ganga or be kept at a place of reverence. 1 
said that these issues could be sorted out by the National Committee. 

On the issue of alleged captivity of Netaji in .Russia after 1945, I 
showed the members of Netaji’s family an official communication from 
the Russian government stating that it has no record of Netaji’s presence 
in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. Articles from the Russian 
Press pointing to the fact that Netaji was not in the Soviet Union in 1945 
or thereafter, were also shown. 

t 

The entire family expressed happiness over my visit. Anita Pfaff 
and her husband accepted my invitation to visit India. This is expected 
to take place late December, 95 or early January, 1996. 


1 


3 


J 


ASSESSMENT; 


I feel that Netaji’s widow and daughter are keen that an early solution be 
found to die issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to India. They seemed convinced 
of the seriousness of purpose on the part of the Indian Government. Anita Pfaff 
made it clear that while she would like to consult other members of the family in 
India, the final decision would rest with her alone. She anticipated opposition 
from some members of the family. She would prefer that the family is not 
divided on this issue. 


By initiating direct contact with Netaji’s immediate family, we have 
achieved some forward movement on the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to 
India. However, there exists opposition from some sections of Netaji’s family, 
which if articulated publicly, as surely it will be, may be used for partisan 
political ends. Therefore, we need to proceed cautiously to avoid endowing this 
issue with controversial overtones. 


*■3 



(Pranab Mukherjee) 
External Affairs Minister 
28 October 1995 


-* 
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Prime Minister 

Wew TJefftt 
December J I, 1995 






£>eat S/m Roy, 

I have leceived yotn leitet o|J Wovembet 27, 1995 
abouf Netaji'i ai/iei. 


With ^egatcfi. 


Yoim iince.ie.ly, 

f- 1 ( ' A/C^s_.£j — . 

1P.Y. Watai<m/ia. RaoJ 

S/m Joyaafa Roy, A1P 

1%, Guutdioa:a ’Rakabganj Road 

We to Def/it 

No. 8G3/U/C/13/93-Pol Vol.lI dated* .ie.12.1995 



Copy with a copy of letter under reference 
fortmruod tor action aa t^propriuto to »- 



1. Home secretary 

2* secretary* jeptxtmcnt o t oulture 
. /3. iirector (fjo)# MEa 

f A/li^Ut . 

lPuiKyj[_3arti»i — 
uetjutysecret ary 


.vltMBER'^F PARLIAMENT 



( RAJYA SABHA ) 




2B-G, R. G. P 
NEW-DELHI - 1 


FtesidencB : 


217, NORTH AV' 
NEW DELHI - Ilf 


2 7.11.19 


To 


The Prime Minister of India 
South Block 
New Delhi. 


Sir , 






I would like to draw your attention to the recent efforts to bring ti 
controversial ashes fron Japan’s Renkoji Terrple that have shown a que 1 
proneness to reach sweeping conclusions without presenting incontrovert ib) 


data. Despite the processes already under way to bring the ashes fran Japa> 
an absence of official declaration of the Government of India to that effe- 
is still a pointer to a state of uncertainty stemming out of unanswerf 
questions of a very fundamental nature. Any endeavour disregarding this 
tantamount to a disinformation campaign with tacit Governmental approval ' 
the basis of a prior notion of Netajj’s death in a plane crash on 18th Auqusl 
1545. Facts abound in history to bear out the very opposite of it. Th 
following are the grounds chiefly on the basis of which the doubts a r 
confusion shrouding the professed purpose underlying the vtfiole process ha 
developed. 

Miidst the present fanfair about the DN4, test of alleged ashes of Netaji 
amazingly, the existence of an alleged tooth of Netaji is supposed to hav 
clinched the whole issue. The reports submitted by CSDIC, CIC, Shah Nawr 
Committee and the Khosla Commission, however , never referred to it. It delude 
one as to how it has not been found out when the official Netaji Enquir 
Ccmniss ion's Report even in support of the alleged plane crash story and th 
existence of Netaji's ashes, never found any mentioning of it in any of th 
evidence adduced. 

2. Government of Japan's Report of 1956 claiming the existence of Netaji’' 
ashes in the Renkoji terrple was neither placed before the Shah Nawaz Ccrrmitte' 
of 1956 nor before the Khosla Commission on 1970. If any information relatin' 
to the said report was withheld by the Government to avoid political 
controversy, it is beyond one’s comprehension as to why an Enquiry Ccrrmlssio' 
wbs instituted to find out the : truth and settle the issue once for all. 

3. V/hy has the Government been suppressing the British intelligence report 
and the British Parliamentary debate on it expressing serious doubt about thr 
story of Netaji’ s death in a plane crash on 18th August , 1945. 


. . . . 2 /- 



4 (a) A PRESS NOTE RELEASEO BY TEE ASIATIC SOCIETY ON THE MATERIALS COLLECTED 
FROM THE RUSSIAN ARCHIEVES : 

Excerpts : 

"What appears to be most interesting is that the scholars have traced 
rraterials hinting at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's contact with the Soviet 
Leaders. Some documents relating to Netaji are in the KGB and 
President's archieves which were not accessible to the scholars. Special 
permission is required to scrutinize them. It is believed that 

examination of these materials may eventually clear the mystery of 
Netaji's disappearance." 

(b) According to newspaper reports, in a Press Conference convened by the 
Asiatic Society on 12th September, 1995, the scholars stated that they had 

y found documents hinting at the existence of Netaji in Russia after August , 
1945. 

(c) Has the Government of India written anything to the Russian Government 
in response to the Asiatic Society's request for the scholar's permission for 
examining the KGB files and whatever is still there in the President's 
archieves in this regard ? 

(d) Government of India's recpest to the Russian authorities for a statement 
in this regard is based on malaflde intention as It is, on the contrary, 
supposed to give permission to the scholars to go through nBterlals contained 
in the K G B file. 

m 5. Wien did the Government of India contact Ffabibur Rahman, if so, why 

did it do it secretly? Che wonders why he was never brought before the Khosla 
Ccrrmission. Wien was the Tokyo Netaji Memorial formed ? 

6. According to DPA report the Renkoji terple was destroyed in 1989. Vbat 

did M~. Fhanab Mikherjee find in Japan in the name of the said Temple ? 

7. Since when the INA mgrbers have been staying at the Renkoji Temple? Wio 

are they ? 

8. At the time of the occurrence of the alleged plane crash Nhs. Ernilie 
Shenkle and M's. Anita Paf were nowhere near the alleged place of occurrence. 
Nor have they any first-hand information or any document cor robora t i ng the same 
in' their possession. 

9. People of India will have doubts about the neutrality of the DNA test 

"^Committee since the irrpartial ity of C8J , countries like IK and USA and members 

of Netaji's family is hardly trustworthy due to their existing bias in this 
regard. 

-it 

10. A Ybit Petition challenging, in effect, the veracity of the plane crash 
story is pending before the Hon'ble Supreme Court. Any attempt at bringing 
the controversial ashes fron Japan before the final verdict Is given in the 
pending case assuming Netaji's death in the said plane crash as a settled fact 
therefore, is preposterous. 
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/(a) The Government of India cannot decide the status of the controversial 
'ashes 1 on the basis of doctments that have neither ever been published nor 
were ever produced before the Netajl Enquiry Committee (1956) and Netaji 
Enquiry Commission (1970), 

to) The alleged reports that the Government Is claiming to have In Its 
possession, should be placed before a Ccnmission headed by the Ex-Chief Justice 
of India and the petitioners of the pending case should be allowed to represent 
themselves before the Ccnmission. 

(c) The evidence, records and/or documents referred to by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Morarji Desai and the present Government can in no vey be regarded as 
conclusive unless they are considered by an Enquiry Commission on the basis 
of a proper investigative enquiry. The opinion of menfcers of Netajl 's family 
cannot be a decisive factor In this regard. 

I hope that your response would be befitting the inportance of this 
national issue as it needs deft handling and careful consideration of the de- 
-facto repository of the highest authority of the land. 

Wi th regards , 


Yours sincerely, 
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Pranab’s mission revives NetajVs death row 


v r Subhainoy Chulterjee 

CALCUTTA, Get 21 
External Affairs Minister Proiijb 
ikherjee's reported unscheduled 



air dash from New York to Germany 
yesterday to try and secure consent 
of Netaji s wife. Mrs Emily Shcnkel 
Udsu and daughter, Ms Anita Basu, 
on cringing "Nclajrs ashes" from 
Japan has raked up the controversy 
over the great painot's death in the 
Taihoku aircrash. 

The Forward Bloc, veteran 
followers of Netaji and some of his 
close relations have also called into 
question, (he motive of the ruling 
party at the Centre in attempting 
this at a time when some recent 
findings claim to have pointed to 
Netaji's having been in Si be nan 
Russia a year a fie r the alleged crash. 

A from page hews item in the 
mass circulation Ananda Bazar 
Patnka today reported that Mr 
Mukhcrjccs Berlin mission, 
apparently undertaken with the 
knowledge of the Prime Minister, 


was received with a sense of shock 
and suspicion by Neuii's ardent 
supporters lr was sajamt he story 
(hat Mr Mukherjee was trying to 
bring back the "ashes", kept m the 
Kcnfcop Temple near Tokyo for 
over four decades* to India so that 
the nation could pay a befitting 
homage to the great leader in his 
centenary year The authorities in 
Japan, which the External Affairs 
Minister visited recently , had also 
expressed the wish that the "ashes 1 ' 
of the IN A commander -in-ehief be 
taken to his own country. 

Commenting on this 
development. Forward Bloc's 
general scene ary Chitu Basil, said 
that the party made its position dear 
after the Prime Minister had issued a 
statement m Singapore tnai the 
Government of India could not 
bnng back the ashes due to the 


Opposition of some political panics . 
indirectly implying Forward liloc 
Mr Busu said he had written to Mr 
Rao that the laie Prime Minister, 
Morarji Desai , had told Parliament 
that the Government received some 
information subsequent to the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan 
and Khosta Committees Onihe 
basts of lhat 1 1 could be said that the 
ai ret ash was not the conclusive 
proof of Netaji's death. This 
continued to be the Government's 
position. 

"Unless he died in the aircrash, 
how can you say that this was h is 
ashes," ifie Forward Bloc leader 
asked. Mr Basu also said lhat he had 
a discussion with Mr Mukherjee at 
the personal level The latter had 
saiahe would resume the dialogue 
which he never did. 

Netaji s nephew, Mr Amiya Nath 


Uasu. said he had written to the 
Pnme Minister stating that there 
was sufficient evidence of NciaiTs 
being in Russia m 1946. He said that 
an American bomber crashed at 
Taihoku in 1944 and photographs of 
the wreckage "were attempted to be 
passed off as the damaged plane in 
which Subhas Chandra Bose was 
alleged to be tr avellmg" . He 
demanded that the Government of 
India ask the Government of Russia 
to allow examination of the KGB 
files and request the Governments 
of the U K and the USA to disclose 
their intelligence files about Netaji. 

He alleged rhar a request had 
been made on behalf of the 
Government of India not to show 
any file regarding Netaji to Indian 
scholars visiting that country. The 
allusion was to the vtwt by a team 
from thij Asiatic Society in Calcutta. 
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Netaji’s ashes to be brought back , with honour 


By M> K. Tikku 


NEW DELHI. Oct 26 
Dr Anna Half, daughter of Netap 
Subhash Chandra Bose, has agreed 
10 serve as a member of a National 
Memorial Committee lo be consn- 
tuied shortly with Prime Minister P. 
V. Narasimha Rao as its chairman. 



!>>e Committee wdl take diiitp 1 of 
all Hie activities connected with the 
birth centenary celebi jiiuns of 
Nctap which begin nexi January 
Last Sunday afternoon, hnernil 
Affairs Minister Prams Muxherjee 
drove lo Augsburg, abous N- fcms 
from Munich in southern Germany, 
to meet Mn Anna H.iff, who 
teahees economics at the local uni- 
versity Her husband. Dr Marlin 
Pfaff, also an economics professor is 
a Social Demticrai memtnr of the 
German Parliament Mr Mukher- 
jee, wht> spent a whole evening at 
the Haffs home was uo-mp;imc J by 
Indian ambassador K K L;+mb*iand 
an aide of the Minister 

Mr Mukherjce informed hec that 
during the centenary vc.it. the ( Gov- 
ernment proposed to bring back 
Nciaji's ashes from Japan and nave 
these isntalled at a suilbalc memo- 
nat with due ceremony .itid honour 
Hus marks a noticeable shift in the 
Government's position which had 
earlier informed the Parliament that 
the ashes, which have been lying at 
the Repokoji temple in Japan, 



would be brought to Indu only after 
"a national consensus' “ was evolved 
resolving I he controversy surround- 
ing the circumstances of his myste- 
rious death or disappearance, half a 
century ago 

The shift in the Government's 
positron and its apparent keenness 
to cap the controversy, as it were, 
seems to have been triggered by a 
recent report suggesting that three 
Calcutta- based scholars had m fact 
t ume across documents in the Rus- 
sian archives indicating that Netap 
had been staving in the Soviet Union 
sometime after his supposed death 
in the 1945 air crash. 

The three scholars — Dr Han 
Vavudevan. Dr Sobhan l_al Dutta 
Gupta and Dr Purabi Roy — who 
had visited Moscow on behalf of the 
Asiaiic Society, had access to a 
member of archival documents, in- 
cluding some KGB files, in the Rus- 
sian capital 

In the course uf the Sunday even- 
ing meeting in Augsburg, Mr 
Mukherjee had shown some papers 

< 


ui Mrs Pljff that contained a re- 
sponsc from the Russian Govern- 
ment to a query on the subject made 
by New Delhi earlier in its reply, 
the Russian Government had stated 
that though the former Soviet reg- 
ime had had some contacts with 
Nttajr during ihe war, there had 
been none after the war was over. 

Mr Mukherjee argued that this 
was conclusive proof lhat stories 
speaking of Nciaji's life (and death) 
in the Soviet Union were without 
basis He assured his host that his 
senior colleagues in the Govern- 
ment as well as hismetf had great 
admiration for Netaji a».d they 
would ensure that his ^uth centen- 
ary year was obsei ve I in a hefittmg 
manner 

Mr Mukherjee stressed that h 
would be in the fitness of things that 
she should attend the first meeting 
of the National Memorial Commit- 
tee Mrs Pfaff indicated that she 
could be free frorp her umvcrsrty 
duties only during the Chnsimas 
break, ana so could come to India 
only towards the end of December. 


It was agreed the inaugural meeting 
of the Committee would be con- 
vened around that time. 

Though the Minister tied it up 
rather neatly «i the Augsburg end 
during the weekend visit, some 
members of the Bom 1 family rn India 
do not even apficar half as enthu- 
siastic about th- development. 
According ? ' ir understanding, 
the three Uakutia academics have a 
lot more up their Serves hased on 
the KGB documents they got to see 
in Mfitcuw and the rather Hand de- 
nial of the Russian Government of 
1992 vintage does not Gear the pic- 
ture 

They siis('eu that after the cava- 
lier treatment meted out to Netaji 
all these years, the ruling party's 
new- found admit ai ion for him may 
just be used to extract political 
mileage during an election year. 
They strongly feel that the least that 
could be done is tn ask the Russian 
Government for a fresh response in 
the light of the three scholars' find- 
ings. 
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(Including The Saturday Statesman) 


Govt to authenticate Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test 


SUBRATA SEN 


ATE90A H HEWS SERVICE 

4 DELHI. Oct 27 - The 
in Government has decided 
it for DNA lasting of Netap's 
*1" kept m Tokyo before 
ig t decision to bring it back 
■oia with full honours dur- 
Nelijj Subhas Chandra Bo- 
bulb centenary next year. 
ie controversy that shrouds 
jji‘t death has necessitated 
the Union Government 
ild first go for a scientific 
to prove that the ashes kept 
enkoji temple in Tokyo are 
e of Netaji. The Government 
pan has agreed to cooperate 
India in this respect and 
informed that a tooth of 
>ji is preserved with the 
s. which can be used for the 
Je DNA tests. 

to sources iry the 
Eternal Affair^ to 
' the ashes kcjsl 
Netap, a 
H com 


t: 


prising members from the C9I. 
DNA testing laboratory of 
Hyderabad, the Government of 
la pan and DNA experts from the 
USA and UK Members of 
NetajTs family will also be 
included in the committee to 
avoid any further controversy on 
the subject Two renowned DNA 
experts - Dr Michelle Holland 
of the USA and Dr Kevin 
Salevan of the UK. — had 
already been consulted and both 
of them have said that it would 
be possible to verify the authen- 
ticity of l he ashes from the 
tooth. 

incidentally, the remains of 
Czar Nicholas 11. who died in 
1917. was verified recently from 
the remains ul bones with UNA 
samples matched with the Duke 
of Edinburgh, who is a direct 
descendant Irum the mothers 
side The Ministry of External 
Affairs, going by the UNA lest nf 
i tie last CEi r. has asked one * 
nephew of Nelap from the 
mother's side to cooperate in the 


DNA testing. 

Meanwhile, sources said, the 
Ministry of External Affairs was 
trying to collect all information 
regarding the controversial 
death theory in a plane crash, 
which was never believed by a 
section of Indian population. 
The authenticity of the ashes has. 
been doubled by rrtany histor- 
ians too. 

According lo Ministry 
sources, the Japan Government, 
way back m 59 50, gave it in 
writing to the Government of 
India that the ashes were genui- 
nely those of Niitaji's, bul India 
did not react to the confidential 
report In avoid any political 
controversy. 

The controversy regarding Ne* 
lap's "death" mainly arose be- 
cause the British Intelligence 
always doubled the "death the- 
ory >f and even said that Netaji 
might be hiding somewhere in 
du* erst w tide USSR Several 
bfitish Parliamentarians, quo- 
ting intelligence reports, have 



made statements in Parliament 
on the subject, thereby creating 
doubts about his "death 

However, with the Moscow 
archives being opened alter the 
fall of Communism, some more 
information has come to light A 
mam from the Asiatic Society, 
iifteflpvavuig studied I lie Archive 
records, has come to the conclu- 
sion that Nelap never visited the 


country alter 1945 The Union 
Government is likely to request 
the Russian Government to issue 
a statement in (his respect. 

To confirm the "death 
theory", the Ministry of External 
Affairs has also obtained a 
statement from Mr Habibur 
Kali man, who was aide-de-camp 
of Nclej i in !MA. and believed to 
have accompanied Netaji in the 
aircraft Officials have traced Mr 
Rahman m Pakistan, and ob- 
tained his version of the 
"accident 1 *. 

According to Mr Rahman, 
there was a plane crash at 
Taihoku on August 1 8, 1945. as 
a result of which Netaii died. 
The small aircraft was coming 
from Saigon (now m VietnamJ to 
Taihokti to refuel and one of the 
engines ought fire While Mr 
Rahman Ib d a miraculous es- 
cape after the crash. Neta|i's 
khaki cotton rmftjlary dress 
caught fire whdeift- vms trying 
lu escape through the emer- 
gency exit "Nelap came out like 


a ball of fire from the aircra! 
according to Mr Rahman. Net 
was taken to the Armv Fi 
Hospital at Taihoku, where 
died. 

Mr Rahman has also inform 
that he had the spectacles a 
one tooth of Netaji, which 
deposited at the Tokyo Ne^ 
memorial. 

According to the Extern 
AfTairs Minister, Mr Pram. 
Mukherjee. the Governme 
would not like to bring back u 
ashes without being sure of ; 
authenticity. Meanwhile, he ha 
visited Renkoji temple in Tokv 
on September fl with the Foreig 
Secretary-. Mr Salman Haide 
and met several 1NA member 
who live in the temple. N 
Mukherjee, during his rece 
trip lo the U,N.* also went 
Germany to talk to Netajfs wi 
Emilie Bose and his daughte 
Anita, who have supported Ih 
idea of bringing the ashes t 
India 
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DNA test may put to rest doubts about Netaji’s death 
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AKTEK HFTY of unccrtaifU). 
DNA Analyst* ma> be able iu put 10 
fciJ duubtk on tthtihct (he ashes kef* 
in an uni in Uar Kcnkoji temple m J«- 
pan arc indeed the remain* of Netap 
Subhasb Chandi a Bose 

NcLiji is beheved to hive been 
killed m a plane cruft m Tajhoku to 
Tai*ia, on August lb. 1W5 Hu 
mdr-4«Qmp Col Habtbur Rehman, 
u said to have taken the ashes to To- 
kyo and the urn h** been ai the lempk 
ever unct However. some have al- 
ways questioned whether Neuji died 
in the crash at all 

Ashis Ray. Netap s great nephew, 
usd "The whole situation had be- 
come entangled in emotions Now, 
my proposal lo the gov eminent u that 
u intgfnauoftal panel of DNA ea- 
be *£i up lo five ul a report .. 
ail controv coses " 

'^ched three fo-vien ex- 

' £ 


pent, including those whu recently, 
and mcc^fully, identified the re- 
maim of Cxar Nicholas II and hi* fa- 
mily. comparing DNA taken from 
bone fragments buried lor 75 year* 
with control blood samples from div- 
lam matcmaJ relative* of die Russian 
royal family. 

Mi Ray said last mg hi he was 
availing a go ahead from the Pnme 
Miniver Now, jl appear* the Union 
government has agreed. Mr Ray is all 
praise* lor the government, “for (he 
firii time in SO year*, a Prime Mint** 
ler u serious about the mauer " Union 
external affair* minister Pranab Mu- 
klxryee, he tank has been entrusted 
with (he task of working out details 
about the return of the ashes 

Mr Ray said Mr Mukhcrjee, who 
wav in Germany , discussed the matter 
with Netap ’* wile and daughter last 
Saturday "They support the return of 
the ashes/ - 

Mr Ray said a lucky break pronip 


icd him to lake the initiative. "I 
was able lo pick up the threads 
when Col Rchnuri** son, living in 
Islamabad, luld me his lather had said 
dial a tooth was given in Inin aher 
Neiaji s cremation The gold plated 
tooth was apparemly extracted by 
Japanese doctors, perhaps alter tlw 
death " 

Col Kehman was. m tact, given 
three items afier the cremation — N;*- 
laji‘s spectacles, w atch and ihe tooth 
The colonel apparently simply put the 
moth into the urn which was laken to 
Tokyo. "No one had ever conic across 
this in form a non before. .. U lumed out 
to be a crucial ckmcm tn w hat we arc 
trying to do," This wav about three 
years ago, said Mr Ray 

"We were wondering how r we 
could proceed Last year, it occurred 
to me that DNA testing could he a 
way out" A trip m Japan last year 
only strengthened (Ins impression 
"Nut a sent i mental statement bui a 


scientific ai^truaeh . cuuld pave tlx 
way lor a return of the remains iu In- 
dia." Mi Ray >jid 

He approached the DNA expert* 
and gul a rc*(Hin*e (runt Ihem Iasi- 
month Dr K Sullivan of the UK- 
based Forensic Science Service con- 
fumed thai a blood sample from a ne- 
phew oi tuece front N cup's sister's 
side would be a suitable control for 
UNA analysts. 'The looih. rather 
than ihe cremated bone fragments, is 
more likely to yield material of suffi- 
cient quality for DNA analysis/ - Mr 
Kay said 

In a letter dated September 22, Dr 
Sullivan said ihe lest mosl likely to 
work is mitochondrial DNA analysis. 
"Mitochondrial DNA is interned 
only hum the mother, hence indivi- 
duals who are linked by an unbroken 
m ai cm a I line art expected to have 
idem real xtuiuchondrul DNA We es- 
urruic ihai ihc iuul com of analysing 
ihe looih and two control blood sam- 


ples would be be i ween £5, (JOG and 
IHJ.IXJU, with ihe work taking ap- 
proximately (our months lo perform *' 

Mr Kay said the American expert. 
Dr Mnchel Holland, and A Japanese 
expert have given the une response 

Netap "disappeared" on August 
IK. J94 5 His plarx was said to 
have crashed that day. catching file, 
and Netap suffered third-degree 
boms and wav rushed to a Japanese 
armed forces field hospital. There are 
two noun accounts of (his, one from 
Col Rchman and the second from the 
doctor, Yoshtmi, who attended to Nc- 
tap Some ume between 9 pm and 1 1 
pm that night, Neuji is said to have 
died. He was cremated m Taihoku 
and Col Rchrnan took the ashes (0 
Tokyo. 

Bui an aura of mystery surrounded 
Nciaji's death because of the conlu 
sum tn U*c posi -World War 11 limes 
and, said Mr Ray , the bnush ftckieved 
that Neidji (ud made good his escape 
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We must indeed qH hang together , or most assuredly, we shall all 
hang separately. 

— BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
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Exhuming Netaji 

Jl was reassuring 10 hear from the external affairs minister, 
Mr Pranab Muklicrjec, that the government will not move to 
bring to India the ashes in the Rinkoji temple in Tokyo, believed 
to be Nctajfs, without a national consensus on the subject. 
Admittedly, the process of reaching a consensus cannot be easy. 
Several theories regarding Ntiaji's disappearance have been m 
circulation and sentiments on the subject arc strong. Both the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee (1936) and the Khosla Com- 
mission (1970) had concluded tha\ Netaji had died in the 
Taihoku air crash in August 1945. However, in 1978, the then 
Prime Minister, Morarji Desai, told Parliament that contradic- 
tions in the testimony of the witnesses and documents subse- 
quently available had cast "reasonable doubts’' on the findings. 
Nciaji's nephew-, Mr Suresh Chandra Bose, never accepted the 
air crash theory * The Forward Bloc, the party founded by Netaji, 
Z still contends that he had gone to Manchuria after Japan's 

* surrender to seek Soviet help and disappeared thereafter. Doubts 

* have been reinforced by reports that a three-member team of the 
J Asiatic Society, Calcutta, during a recent visit to Moscow, 

J discovered "new facts" on Nelaji's presence in the Soviet Union 
\ after World War II According to material available to the team, 
{as late as September 1946 Nelaji was trying to contact Forward 
iBloc leaders from abroad 

* The information ava^b.r so far is scrappy but happily for 
^Netaji-watchcrs, archival material in Moscow has been thrown 
Toixm to research scholars From all indications, there is much 
Jjhat is available there which could be useful. The Union 
■ government, for its part, should take up the mailer with Moscow 
land send an official team to go into all available records to 
J remove doubts as far as practicable. Despite the setting up of two 
E inquiry commissions, an impression has lingered in the public 
K mind that not enough has been done to find the I ruth regarding 
^Tsieiaji's disappearance. This, in turn, has spaw-ncd wild theories 
l over the decades about those in power in Delhi being allergic to 
; Netaji. An ill-advised move to confer the Bharat Ratna post- 
humously on Netaji further served to w'hcl such feelings, as it was 
I seen as an affront rather than as an honour. It is not necessary 
Mo rush in the ashes from Rinkoji simply because Nctajfs birth 
-centenary is due nevt year. It would be more relevant to delve 
'into facts and and try and ameliorate public misgivings about the 
Tissue. The government should follow up the dues available from 

Moscow and place them before former IN A o flic i a Is, historians 

* and scholars for proper evaluation. People must be convinced 
that sincere efforts are being made to ascertain the truth, if the 
centenary celebrations are lo be made truly meaningful. ;* 
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Telly Tricks 


H E was a liilfe ; 

new bicycle an. 
ing “Mi* don't lc 
him a little distance 
scat. There was a its 
fact when he fell an 
letting go Son, tha 
you'll learn any thrrvj 
tuning ill over aga 
knees and tea it \ 
brought the cycle I 
da> I told him that 
to push. Must a liti 
pleaded. He rode t 
weaving hr* way u 
go too far," 1 X 
minutes he was b. 
he'd gone into a < 
fauti Ma," he * 
Kinetic was comin 
from the opposite 
when l tned to avot 
the ditch " Son, tha 
feel ashamed of 
camouflage your l 
talcs 

His confidence |tc 
degrees One day hi 
long I'd taken to k 


: "The very technology which makes our lives more simple* 

* makes our society more complex", observed the management 
Jguru, Thomas Griffith, adding "the more efficient wc become, 
'we arc more specialised - and more dependent". Television 
technology, for instance, has brought vividly into our homes and 
'hearths games like football, cricket, tennis, golf and auto-rating 
‘ v Tbe implosion of semiotic thrills is now only a push-button or 
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Shri P.V* Narasimha Rao December 11 f 1995 

Prime Minister of India 
f , Race Course Road 

NEW DELHI Registered A/D 


Dear Shri Rao, 



S ir b : Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


I am a nephew of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. My late father, Shri 
Sailesh Chandra Bose was Netaji ’s younoer brother. 


\ have been fol lowing in the newspapers the controversy reqardmq the 
ashes lying in an urn at the Renkoj i Temple in Tokyo, and the efforts 
being made by various factions to bring back these ashes to India as 
those of Netaji Subhas Bose, 

* 

I have also been following the news appearing in the media about 
suggestions beinq made by a distant nephew of mine, Mr, Ashish Ray 
|of CNN) , that a Mitochondrial DNA Analysis be done on the ashes 
which wiii supposedly confirm or otherwise, that the remains are 
those of Netaji. Mr. Ashish Ray has written to me to ask for my 
urqent support, as a close family member, to his proposal. I have 
made enquiries through my own sources regarding the DNA tests and 
have been informed that at present there are no DNA tests possible 
on "ashes". Only if some bones are left in the urn, then there is a 
vague possibility of doing s DNA test, t have also been told that 
the high temperatures prevailing at the cremation of a body damages 
the bone structures so badly that even if some pieces were intact, 
they would not be of much use. Hence, in my own humble way I do 
not endorse this course of action. 

I understand from news reports that my mother, Mrs. Bhakt i Bindu Bose 
who is in Calcutta at the moment, together with another aunt of mine 
and a few cousins, have written to you to say that the Government 
sf»«*uld now examine the various archives in Russia, the U.K., the 
U~%.A., etc., which have now been made public and thereby come to a 
conclusion on what exactly happened to Netaji upon his disappearance 
in August 19^5. 1 feel this would be the best course of action to 
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conclude a mystery which has left a huge question mark in the minds of 
a vast majority of people in this country, and all these people have 
a right to know what exactly happened to a great patriot of India. 
Pending such investigation and its conclusion thereof, it would be 
unfair to these people to bring back the urn from Tokyo with great 
pomp and fanfare as I believe is being planned. 

The above is my considered opinion. 




Best regards, 



(Ardhendu S. Bose) 
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Respected Prime Minister# 


8/2, CENTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA-700 032 

Phone : 72-1600 

12 December 1995 
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Your wise decision to drop discussion of the Agenda on DNA test 
of the ashes in the Renkoji temple has been widely appreciated by the 
people* Otherwise# the serenity of Netaji 's Birth Centenary would have 
been marred* Pronab Babu has also been saved from public anger* 

However# I hope you will consider it as our sacred task to finally 
settle the question of disappearance of Netaji without any further dela 

For this the following steps should be taken * 

i) Please write to the Govt* of Russia to permit the Asiatic 
Society Research Team to go through the documents in the KGB# Commintei 
President of Soviet Russia and other files preserved in their archives. 
Without the written request from the Govt* of India# the Asiatic Societ 
research team is not being permitted to investigate papers kept into 
their archives- 

Asiatic Society research team has already got positive indication 
of existence of some vital documents in their archives about Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose's presence in Soviet Russia after fall of Japan on 
Aug 15# 1945* An article written by a Russian researcher - Vinbgradov 
written in 1992 in the Moscows paper 'Echo Planety' has already been 
t found which clearly stated that Subhas Chandra Bose was kept in deten- 
tion in the Russian city of OMSK after fall of Japan. 

People of India expect you should take personal initiative in 
writing to the Govt, of Russia to permit the team of the Asiatic 
Society to conduct their research work on Netaji* 

ii) The Govt* of U*K* » U.S-A* and Taiwan should be requested to 
publish the reports of their inquiries made to ascertain if Subhas chi 
Bose really died on Aug 18# 1945 in a plane crash at Taihoku (Taipei) 
or he managed to escape again under the cover of a cooked-up plane 
crash news* Four separate inquiries were made by the war-time Global 
Counter Intelligence Agency (CSD1C) of U-K# Lord Mountbatten as' the 
Adniral of the S*E* Aslan Alied forces# Genl. Mac Arthur of the US 
Pacific Army and the Mayor of Taipel.under the Govt* of Chiang Kai 
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Former 

MEMBER OV PARLIAMENT 

Chairman 

Privilege Committee 

( l.ofc Sabha > 

Shekh. Taiwan Govt, agreed to submit the report of their inquiry to 
the Khosla Commission. But Justice Khosla refused to accept it- 

iii) According to a 'Secret File No. F23(156) /51-PM' - a personal 

file on Netaji was maintained by Pandit Nehru. After his death this 
file was maintained by Md. Yunus- Khosla Commission was Informed that 
nearly 40 papers (report*) of this File have been ‘Either Destroyed or 
Missing*. This file should be searched and 'Missing and Destroyed* 
papers should be traced to find out the contents of these missing 
papers. 

If you consider it desirable* I can meet you to explain in 
details about the issues relating to 'disappearance of Netaji'. 

I know you will have to face some political constraints In finding 
out all about Netaji 's disappearance. But if you dare it# our history 
will hail you as the seeker of truth about what really happened to 
Netaji# the Maha Kshatriya of the struggle for emancipation of our 
motherland* 

With regards and namaskar* 


Shri P. V.Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
South Bloc 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely# 
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I. N. A. ASSOCIATION 


West Bengal 
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tFUgd, No. 5/6217 of 1962-63) 
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Ref No i. Date — . — 19 

11.12.1995 

Prime Minister of India 
NEW DELHI 



A 


Respected Sir, 

We the members of the I.N.A Association, West Bengal 
are deeply concerned at the attempt to bring the 
so called ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by 
the Government of India and which is supported by 
some senior I.N.A. Officers. According to our 
scrutinising inquiry we found that the ashes kept 
in the Renkozi Temple was that of a Japanese, Ichiro 
Okura who according to the Taihoku Municipal Report 
died of heart attack on 19th August 1945 and cremated 
on 22nd August 1945. Dome! News Agency reported 
on 23rd August 1945 . If any attempt is made to 
bring the ashes from Japan will amount to act of 
worst sacrilage and will vitiate the sacred purpose 
of celebrating Birth Centenary of Netaji. We urge 
our Government to request the Government of Russia 
to allow the Asiatic Society team of Calcutta to 
conduct the research work on the files of the K.G.B- 
and Comminterne pertaining Netaji' s disappearance. 
We also urge our Government to appoint a Commission 
of research scholars and learned people to find 
the truth of Netaji *s disappearance and place the 
truth before the people. Letter follows. 
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Ghairman, I.N.A. Association 
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jijf (^ 0 pvj iv«n Note for the Cabinet 
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ect : Proposal to bring back the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
I nd i a . 


The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Bose 
Academy in Tokyo. In view of the widespread sentiments that 
Netaji ’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the pi oposal to bring back the ashes with due 
respect and honour, needs to be pursued and a decision is 
required to be taken well in advance as to what is to be 
done with these mortal remains. 

BACKGROUND NOTE ON VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 

CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 

1. Netaji ’ s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August IS, 1945, at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations, 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 
pub Lie demand, the Government of India appointed a 3~ member 
committee on Atpr i 1 5, 1956, "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August. 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committees, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August 18. 1745. While S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and S . N . 
Maitra, signed the report, Shri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 
report. A1 though the r epor t of the Committee was 
consider abl y devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 

(b) KhosJa Commission of Inquiry: In view of 
widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Metaji’s death still remains, and 
t tie re has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter , the Central Government instituted on July 
11, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. i he Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 


Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18, 1945. The Cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974. 


c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
by Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P to Che then Foreign 
Secretary Shri S. butt about Col. Figgess’s report 

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col J.G. Figgess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Allied Commander ST . Asia command, Kandy or the Director of 
Military Intelligence India, asking him to carry out 
enquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col. Figgess was 
positive that a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report to the then Government of lndia(either the Director 
of Military Intelligence, GH9 India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch, New Delhi. 

High Commissioner ’s reference dated 27th February, 197R 
to Lord Mount-batten after the publication of the classified 
document called “The Transfer of Powers 1942-'47". Lord 
Mountbatten stated the following "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was shared by Wavel 1 himself but in a 
book, "The End of the War i n Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war. he described in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died. 

In this book he also states that in 1956 a mission was 
sent to Japan to enquire into the crash and although Suresh 
Bose still stuct to the belief that his brother was alive in 
the Soviet Union. other members of the mission were 
convinced by the evidence of tire 67 witnesses who were 
called, that he had died in the crash. The fact that he has 
never sgr faced any whore to my knowledge makes if appear 
more than ever clear he w-<s in fact killed in the crash. 
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The letter you quote from Vol.VI of "The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, 
seven days before Chandra Bose’s death. 

H.V. Modson, author of "The Great Divide", appears to 
accept, without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he 
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book. 

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 
August 3, 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3-man 
commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Nertaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Maj. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G.D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court. The majority 
t epoi t of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. .Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further con tempor ary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
1 ight of those cJoubt.s and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inquiry. I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his motion” . 

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House: 

“Today, T cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minis tei because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of Lhe people of 
India at least to see that officially and legally 
Netaji is net declared dead". 


« 
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The quest ion of ou then ti r i ty of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoj) Temple in Japan as those of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
Minister in the House the Cover rime nt did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in tlie House had 
been fully examined in the Horne Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findings and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA wi th the following proposal: 



"The issue of Netaji V. death and bringing of ashes to 
India is surcharged with emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the disappear ance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Tt has already been accepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air crash on 18th August, 1945 at 
Taihoku. T he Ministry c F Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the vie w that no useful put pose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or /by bringing the ashes back to India 
at pi esent thM might ri l.° unnei e^sai y tensions * ,# 


The O Pn approved the proposal cm 27th February, 1991 
a nd t he me l tei wa s 1 a i d a t * es t , 

( d ) f ■ epo r t of U \e vJ ap a nese To r e i g n 0 f f i ce : 1 n a no te 
verbale issued by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose, Ihe investigation report 
incorporated the fact Mid N^aji Subhash f-handra Bose died 
on August tbit 1 ! 1 at ] PM. The report, inter alia, 

included sequence of events leading to the sad demise of 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, end the Taipei Army Hospital. This 
report wee taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Kho c I a Comm is inn q T Inquiry. 

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 3, 1995 

2. The Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995 s 

{he question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan tu India, While deferring 
a final decision, the Cabinet directed that the 

dependability of the ar r angemunts in Japan s lieu Id be 

properly examined and that \ ■. ont i ngency pl-an for the proper 

u p keep of 'he noil a I * t ma * u ' I \o * 1 1 r f b* drawn uf * „ a nd t ha t 
our Ambuss \ * *o r in MT /< 1 i i A j .< My i eque t v d \ n look 

ir to I l if ^ r i m 'f * 
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PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right 

side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 

outskirts (but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 

in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 

religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 

Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. 

4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufurni Mochizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600,000 annually, f oi the upkeep. It was felt that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PM’s directive dated 30th November, 1995, MEA is 
processing the proposal to increase Government of India’s 
annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo from Yen 
600,000/- to Yen One million. 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA 

5. Our Ambassador 's impression is that such pressure as 

there is. comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1994, Mr Hayshi had said that that would be the 

last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist tradition 
and practice". While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the merirot ial service although they would all be happy to see 
Netaji *s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony . 

6. Ambassador's remarks on the "present arrangements" and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 


VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE 


7. (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Netaji’s 
death and the forthcoming centenary of his birth( January 23, 
1907), we propose t.o take the ashes back to India. This has 
been mote in the nature of an inquiry than a suggestion. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. 


EAM’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono 


(b) During EAM’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Voheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renkoji temple 
^ on 8 September , L995 and said that there were many Japanese 
S*' who respected Netaji Bose. The background to the issue of 
Netaji’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought EAM’s candid 
assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Borne family members, specially one 
of Netaji’s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India, Me belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
* established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including IMA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji’s 
relatives to resell ve the issue. India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK said that many people in Japan 

I have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give, weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon. 



[AND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 


\l 8. In a note vet bale dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 
4| of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informed us 
ll that as a result of investigations carried ou t at the 
K Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, arid the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
lias come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
vear s . 
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ME A ’ S SUGGEST TONS 


9. ME A suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 
Netaji's birth centenary in 1^97 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour* This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India’s independence. In doing so, the following 
preparatory action was envisaged: 



i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy tnd bringing b-’rk the ashes... public figures 
and other s to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in P.-u 1 i amunt t r eque :t i ng the Government to br ing 
t»ac! the aslies # or 


iij Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemor ate Netaji’s birth centenary wi th par ticipation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a ca 11 for h r i ngi ng back t he 1 a to 1 Bade r 1 s as lies to India. 


MHA’R STANO 

L 0 . Based on the inputs received from ME A and IB, it was 
felt that i r a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favour able public opinion will be a 
c ruci a 1 s tep i r t L I is real i : a t i on of t h i s ob jec tlvo. Some 

* membe rs of t tie Bose f am i 1 y v p a t t i eti 1 a t 1 y Sh r i Am i y a Ha t h 

Bose, Neta.ji's nephew, and individual like Prof Samar Guha 
and member s of the Forward R 1 oc , nie not reconciled to the 
fact that NefajI died in Ihn u r ct ash at Taihoku. It 
won \ d , t he? efnr e * be nee nss \ > I o t iko member s of Net. a j i f s 
family into confident' in the f nsf place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. Tire question of an 

appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in dire course. 

PROPOSAL OF ASH IS C. RAY OF CNN 

II. Ash is C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of Netaji’s 
elder brother , visited Japan about i year ago and had met 
o f f i c i a 1 s a t t. he F o r o i on Of fir- Ur > Gt p t em be r S , 1 r ^95 , Sh r i 
proposed to the Prime Minister - , in a fax message, to 
MfMsct conducting of a DMA test which ma provide conclusive 

* nd i neon trove* tible scientific ^videnr <. r to whether the 
ashes at Renkoji Temp]* o ? Mctaji : or not . Fur ther. he 

* proposed that *n into ■ n-Viuu 3 I * am of : peris, ont of whom 

c ou l d be f r om our r N A r a * t * e M M > * Jo i a ba d . be "enl rusted 

vj i i \ \ the jo 1 *' u > hi * r ‘ I Pi • ■ r t\ f f m t|u Me family. 

Ml I )t \ r | ■ J f : 1 J \ , nd h I i 1 " Vic tat* d Ml I a b Pood 

; If t rvj 1 I* 1 r > t d ^ 1 1 I I i» * 1 ) i t 5 C nd h-j nr p. U t j C T €?S 

If Mk > h < i « lev 'Mi (uhu h i I i f by to exist in the 
ia u on Me h is of a c \ Mr* m * v - h> M faji’s ApC Col. 

1 ! a i bn r Pal mi *m ) \ ■> ( a* i M 1 1 r M ■ i - 
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Mr. Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dt . Taneyoshi toshimi (The doctor wiio attended on 
Netaji Subhash Bose after the plane crash on August 18, 1945 

at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 17.12.95, Mi . Ashish Ray stated ca tegor ical ly 
that Netaji Subhash Bose died after being involved in a 
S' plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and that Or. 

Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose. 

VIEWS OF NETAJI \S DAUGHTER 

17. Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1905 . She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hay ash i . HAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995 tuning discussion with EAM, she 
s* expressed tier willingness to go along with the proposal of 

bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DMA test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NETAJI'S FAMILY 

13 . while Di Sisii Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes, Dr. Ain-iya Nath Rose, Netaji’s nephew remains the 
most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
opposes any proposal of bringing back the ashes. 
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TOP SECRET 


Ministry of External Affairs 
New Dei hi 


Proposal to bring back the mortal remains of 
Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


BACKGROUND NOTE ON VARIOUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO 
O 0 N ( : L U S J 01 J f: f >R A WN 


1- Netaji 's death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whet he t he actually died in the 
plane crash of August IB, 1945, at Taihoku, has been 
qu ns 1 ioned by some i nd i v i du a 1 s and organizations . 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 

public demand, the Government of India appointed a 3-mernber 
committee on April 5, 1956, tr to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the l^th August, J943, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident * and sub equent developments therewith' 1 . 
The Cnminittpee, by a majori ty of Rtl, came to the conclusion 
that Netaji died i n the a > r crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August i R , 1945. While S/Ghr i Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Mai fr ^ , signed the r epo ? ! , >hr i Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this rone fusion and submitted a dissenting 
repot I Although the t epnt f th^ Committee was 

considerably devalue d 1 »> thi dissent, f ho majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 

(b) KhosI a Commission of Inquiry: In view of 

widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Netaji *s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, t he Central Government instituted on July 
11 , 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 

of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Shr i G.P, Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of PunjaC Mi oh Court, was appointed as sole 
member The Cotumis'-inh visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 

Singapore, Malaysia c -ou i h Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
774 w i l nesses ( ini 1 tiding 1 on pv ami ned abroad ) . A large 
nnfnb^f of r i b ' anj documenfs produced before the 

Comrro '.ion w r >i n* r - ^minnd 7 ho * omritj ion ar i ived at the 

amt' r h , - 1 ii \ i on t h t Nf raj) d i ed in t hu a j r r r a sh a t T a i hoku 
mi August ? r. t 94 r . ihr i ibir. p t nin- T lured this report and 
^rrrptnH U «# f • ’ i no fh r p- ti j <->f the commission, along 

with M,:_> m r uh ; i nt ini of a 1 f -hi i t ^ n llr r hi ja , wa c laid on the 

f ; fF h>i f* f hi h ai - ’ n > Pa? I f ihpf. nl on September 3, 1974 


c) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok Gabba on 
A i j gust f , 1^77, n r q i n g the Un v e r nme n t t o s e t up a Z ~ man 
■ ormnissio n for conducting a r r esh inquiry into the mys te r y 
n f t he d i sappea r a nee o F ho t a j i ,1 he mo t i on was d i scussed a t 
length in 19/7 and also in 1978, On the 28 th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

^ " ihere have been t-vjo enquiries i i > t o the report of the 

death of Netaji Sub has rhandra Bose in the air-crash on 
IRth August, 194 s at Taihoku airfield dur ing his air- 
journey to Manehiu ia* one hy a committee presided over 
by Maj. General SI 1 h Nawar Khan and the second by a one^ 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G.O. Khosla, 
retired -ludge of 1 he Punjab High four t , The majority 
report of 1 !v* flit committee and Shri X host a held the 
report of the death as true, since then, reasonable 
do 1 1 b t s 1 1 a vo bee 1 1 c 3 s t r 1 n 1 1 ie cc > r r et : t n e a s of the 
conclusions r ear-tied in the two reports and various* 
important cont r ad ix M on- in the testimony of ui l nesses 
have been notired Some further contemporary official 
documentary Inve - Co become avail ab le* In the 

light or Mm e doubts and contradictions and those 
records nnenl f nr' M difficult to accept that the 

cv*r J u r c<wv in- iouc aM rkr i i ve At the same time 
Government feels that nr usThI purpose Mould be served 
by having any further inquiry f hope that in the 
light cd this Msdemenl ttiy Hnn friend will withdraw 
hi s mo * inn" . 

Thereafter Prof fajh 1 ui l hd-cw hi motion. While doing 
r o he dec l u* d in the House: 

“Today . t r.irmnl r-r 1 r iuy gi.H it into to the Prime 
Mirth bu hrrMt.un triply 1 n-f a cm :a«f : that in my humble 
way f im ; l 1 >■ inn 1 ^ r t mdut I * n hr ha] t nF t hr people of 
T nd i a t I ea - 1 1 o ?e t. ha t off icia I 1 y and legally 

N e t a j i is not d er 1 a r nd < :f n a H ' ' 

The qi r#'S t i nri v f au f herd ; c i l.y t\ r the a Tips T pp t in the 
Penkoji Temple in Japan as those nf Nrdaii Gubhash Chandra 
Rose reroa i ned t nr op I u ?. i vr As i nd i ca Led by t he then Pr i me 
Minister in Hi*? House the Government did nut contemplate any 
f 1 psh enq> n r y into the m. t t c r 1 1 was , 1 lowever , f ouncj t ha t 
the point raised by Chr i c nli ’ in the peech in the House had 
bean fully examined in the Horne Ministry in the context of 
the Khos)a Comm j ssi 1 m Findings and no fresh grounds 
t cqy i t i ng f u r ther i n v s 1 i ua f i or is i y a new r ornm i ss i on had 
been advanced bv hi m . Th mat t r r w. -s , t f*ai p , placed 

\ f- or ^ t lv 3 f PR id U » t h i o 1 ! ow i t iq >r or' os- a l : 

"The i ssi nf ni " dr :d h an! lu i rig i r ici nf ashr % to 

7 1 idi a i cut r h. rs cd : j f t h emol i r « pu h v 'f -j 1 r eady h-ud 1 wo 

tnqui'irr r^n thf 1 U 1 MU ( n^r nf IS ' n ] ^utihash * b mdr 3 

{'tv n f h li 1 u ^ m i'»r : riot Hot i * nubhash 

I an h t iurf dv- -rt in 1 1 ;t>* i s ■ i , ■ !t n > nil fri'jM i i Ms at 
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laihoku. 1 h°. Minimi r y of Horn? off aits are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet another enquiry or/by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the pi oposal on 27th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest* 

(d) Report of tine Japanese foreign Office: In a note 

verba] e issued b Mir j, funere Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Fmbassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 

tti^ Foieicm Office fnrusided a ? cpot t pr epat ed by their 
Ministry nn the c w i ? of death and other matters i elated to 
late Cuhh.sh f handt a Hose, The investigation report 

i ncorpor a ted the fart that Net a ji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August m, 1 945 al 7 PH Th^ report, inter alia, 

in c I ir k : d sonueri* c of evsnf Itndjng to the sad demise of 
Neta.ji CuHhash ChanHr i R(S^t , along with rough sketch ffiap of 
the a » root t , aiio if I , uvd f he T _i i pel Ar rny Hospi tal . This 
report w taken into ■ cnonnt by both Sfiah Nawaz Committee 
inH KluvM# i omr*i'"sion of 1 nq» dry 

UN IHN CAB INF T pFC I I 01 J OF FFRf'UPRr R, 1995 

2 rh r Union f abiurt hart con j dr red ofi February 8 f 1995, 
the uue-stion of brincung the mortal remains of Netaji 
Sub hash Chandra Rose: f r om Japan to India. ' While deferring 
a final deal si on, f he cabinet di tested that the 
dependabi 1 i tv of the a t t angaments i n Japan should be 
proper ty examined and that a oonti nijency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
ou r AmbasS'* dot in TnF yo h° ■ -pec 1 f i c i a 11 y re ques ted to 1 ook 
i n to tf *e “e asr tec 1 s . 


a 

+*# 


PRESENT AI-M'AMP.rMI t: f' 

3, The - j k r m tonMy kept in an urn cn the right 

side rf the main a]f?r in the Penlogi Temple in the 
outskirts (but within t lv 3 f \\y) of I ok /o . tile all shrines 
i n Japan, There i no seen i l y except, what is ensured by the 

reverence rind respect shewn by the t panose towards 

tel iglous plat e v. f he shr ins is riot exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go There to pi respect to the ashes* 
Stir nn t h ^ n i ng n f sec * i r i t y is not 11 1 cly to be recei vod 

l > nj] / , as this i j a place of worship open to all 

i n th<?i nmf ‘5 . ; ny ion f t om ip r pu l d we 1 1 rnvivf the 

occasion M s-uyg^ c ! ion- from I he J ana nest that wc should tike 
the .s; to India, 
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A, 7 he shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki, 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the *shes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst t. he list of members of Neta.ji Sub hash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be gui te happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600.000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt that the 
cont.r i bu 1 ion could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PH's directive dated 30th November, 1995, MEA is 
processing the proposal to increase Government of India’s 
annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo from Yen 
600 , 000/- to Yen One mi 1 1 ion . 

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL Of ASM EG TO INDIA 

5. Hnr Ambassador's impjpvsion is that such pressure as 
there is * urne chiefly f r Ure a v cm iates of Netaji who 
are .growing oMm and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for Mr ashes They feel that after them, 
there might bp nobody to p^Y pr opoi respec t to the memory of 
Netaji . F ven within lire group, the main pressure is Front 
older members, ©specially Hi . Hayashi Secretary of the Bose 
Academy He is in poor health- Of l he memorial service on 
August 19, 1994 Mr Hays hi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service 'in keeping with Buddhist tradition 
arid p r ac t i cr " Wh i 1 e it is nn t r 1 ear tha I the re is any ru 1 e 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after SO years, 
the younger members appp.ir m te unite willing to rarry on 
t he mernui ial sor vie all hough they would all be happy to see 
Netaji’s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony , 

6. Ambassador ’ s remarks on the “present arrangements" and 
"pressure for removal of ashes to India" were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995. 

VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOR* IAN OFFICE 

7. (a) The Japanese Foreign Qflic^ has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of Neta.ji’s 
death sn i the forthcoming erntenary of hie bi I f h( January 23, 
1997), we propose to 1 ake Mie ishe b v I< to India, This has 
been more in t te nature of <n inuniry then :t suggestion It 
is unlikely f h d M- ;> f M in nf f jrp would do anything 
without < o m- u i t Dig u i r ■» - e 1 i no » u c( me u i t ru it. e . 
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( b ) During RAM's visit to Japan, Foreign minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of RAM to Renkoji temple 
on 8 September, 1^95 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Rose. The background to the issue of 
Netaji 's ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. fti/K sought RAM's candid 

assessment. F AM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. 1 he centenary celebration of Netaji 
was fall! rig next year Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji 's nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political p>arty 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The Government’s earlier decision to award the 
Rharat Ratna to Net a ji posLhmousl^ was dial lengrd in the 
court on the ground that his death h<d not been clearly 
established At the same time, however, there was an 
important seel ion including T NA veterans, which feels 
s 1 1 ono 1 y f * i a t the as he s she »u Id L e V ep t i n a monumen t in 
India dedicated to Netaji. Ws are already talking to them. 
This month we -w e also continuing discussion wi th Netaji ’s 
relatives to rsolve the issue, India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence FMYK said that many people in Japan 
|i;ive rpspert for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here However , he personally felt that it 
would be' better to return t ho ashes to his homeland and to 
his family RAM said (.hat India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter' who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any rare, the issue was expected to be 
resolved soon . 

STAND nr THF RUSSIAN FOREIGN nr F K F 

R . in a note verbal a dated Or idbrr 37, 199*3 . the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, informed us 
that as a result of 5. nves ti ga i;ions carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service 
of Russia, and th r ^ Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
nf Document" of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
h is conic to light oh Hie sfa\ of rubbish r handi a Rose on the 
i: r t i tor v o' the For men UC • d ’ in D IS and in subsequent 


v * 1 a i 


HE A * S SUGGESTIONS 


n 



MEA suggested that in view of t he wi de :preaH sentiments 
Netaji*s birth ce rite nary i n 199 7 should be befittingly 
rommnmorvn t*»d , fbc -tsbe- diouldhe brought back to India with 
due re p-m t ai d in m iou i l he action would form part of the 
fid 1 public recognition of Uiz rote and contribution to 
India’s independence, In doing so, the following 

pr epai a t or y ac f inn ttr. envj saged : 

i) Promotion of consensu* in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the aches . . public figures 
ihd ot tiers to i)p discreetly encout god to make statements, 
including in P u Mainerd , i nquest in i l. tin Co^et nmnnt to bring 
back the ashes, or 

A Hei n u f i vrd ys establishment of a committee to 
cornmemor </ te Netaji's birth centenary with par tic i pa ti.on of 
publ in f inures, nf / vinos political opinions whn would give 
a call for bringing b id* fhe late leadar’s ashes to India. 

MHA’T Sir- NO 

10 , faced on th f3 input received f rom Mr A and IB, it was 

fell Hut if a derision i f a I en to brirvg the ashes back to 
India, creation of Pave* cable public opinion will be a 
crucial tep in the realisation of this objective- Some 
member of the Rn^e family, par ticular 1 y Shri Amjya Nath 
Bose, Nf i iji’s nephew, and ■ ndi vidua Is like Pi of Samar Guha 
and member s of the Forward Plocs not reconciled to the 

fact that Nf-fcHji died in the air crash at Taihaku* It 
would, tlior^foio. hr nrrr-^ary t n the members of Netaji's 
f ami 1 y into confidenc* in Mi't pha:^ by convincing them 
of the genuineness nf the asho ; . 1 ho question of an 

appropriate memorial in olving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course* 

PRO PCS A I OF A3H I S C. PAr OF CNN 

11. As his f* Hay of CNN, who is the grandson of Netaji’s 

e 1 de r b rather, r » s i t d t p <■ r i * bo* ■ t a >ea< ago and had me t 
cdfici <1 at the Foreign Office On September 5* 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to thr Pr ime Minister , in a fax message, to 
direct, conducting of a DMA tost which may provide conclusive 
and incontrovertible scientific evidence to whether the 
as h ss v f f (nf tloh h mp f e a r e tela i i * ? o t no t F u r the r , tie 
prnpfv -*>< t fh. t :m i nter nut \ou- L t ^ m o f e g ot ts, one of whom 
f 'O * 'Id t f f nm on i ( ' f < n r d t S , Je p ■ tba ■ f , be "entr us ted 

w « th f lie 1 it ti Mi u ’.ft fM f »t j v * ■ I i ‘<tt l h? (us r f am i ly , 

th f u.i w ffd fOcef . and suH 1 M e" Hr s ta ted t ha t a blood 
s nipl -■ ecu Id ' l t ..’-si pi U in i r^ln* j e and bone particles 
f it .ini t h i 1 1 s # u • E i.ii h ' n 1 1 i 1 Sri, to m >: i o t in t he 

ur n * n thr* b - i •• f a I if u ■ n \ . y h t . 3 i ' s ADC Co 1 

U 3b d ■ I I R * hfft 11 ! , t ; i t . j ' M I n' 1 f - l . . 
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hr . Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that Dr. Taney os hi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Netaji Subhash &ose after the plane crash on August IB, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. Jr) a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12*93, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categorically 
that Netaji Sub hash Bose died after being involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18 t 1945 and that Dr, 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
certificate of Netaji Subhash Bose, 

VIEWS Of NETAJI ’5 DAUGHTER 

12 Ms - Anita Pfaff * Netaji 'r. daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995- She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji . including Hayashi. EAM met her in 
Germany in October 1995 During discussion with F.AM, she 
expressed her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
ON A test. 

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF NFTAJI'S FAMILY 

13. While Or, Si si r Bose supports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes. Dr * Amiya Nath Bore, Netaji ’ s nephew remains the 
most vociferous skepti* of the aii crash episode and 
opposes any proposal of hi inging back the ashes. 
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TOP SECRET 


Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Duujtiui : Proposal to bring back the mortal remains of 


Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


BACKGROUND MOTT OH VARIOUS REPORTS AMD OPPOSITION TO 
CONCLUSIONS DRAWN 


1. Netaji’s death is an issue surcharged with 
emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the 
plane crash of August 18, 194 V, at Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations. 

(a) Shah Nawaz Committee Report: In response to a 

public demand, the Government of India appointed a 7^ member 
committee nn April r >, PV , "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, J94S. his alleged death as a result of an 
a ( i r raft accident. , and sub >equent developments therewith". 
Hip Conuni tf npp t by a majority of 2 1 , name to the conclusion 
that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
August IB, 1945 While S/Shr i Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. 
Majtra, signed the report. Ghri Suresh Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion and submitted a dissenting 
report. Although the * report of the Committee was 
considerably devalued by this dissent, the majority report 
was accepted by the Government. 

(b) Kho la Commission of Inquiry: Tn view of 

widespread feeling amongst the public that the problem of 
finding t hr truth about Net a ji r s death still remains, and 
then * 3 has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, i he Central Government instituted on July 
If, *970, one-man f nmm i s -J on of inquiry into disappearance 
of a 3 i Subhash Chandra fun Cl n i G.T). Khosla, retired 
Chief Just ice of uuaj.b High court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commit -ion visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
C i, f ig- foie, Mr 1 a / - ■ a , C ch i t b 7 i e L f > am and laiuan and e xam i ne * i 
2? 4 witnesses (including IQo examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
i ommissiun , wev r e ami ned U\e Comm 5 ssi on ar rived at the 
same conclusion the I Mrtaji died in the ai r crash at Taihoku 
on August IB, J°4V fh^ cabinet considered this report and 
accepted the findings. The re pen t of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum rf - »■ Hon thereon, was laid on the 

r i | f r c f i i } 1 ■ 1 « 1 i •* j ) i *f r - - » » ( 1 ■ r 
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c) shri Guha moved a Motion in Lok Sabha on 

A ugust 3 , 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3-man 

commission for conduct ] 09 a fresh inquiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance or Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28th August, 1978 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed: 

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of He ta j i Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Maj. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inquiry headed by Shri G-D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of tire Punjab High Court The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have beeh cast nn the cor r act ness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important r-nnl f firms in I hr testimony nf witnesses 

h tvp b rc n nol 11 ' i 'f Some lm t Thu don temper ary official 
documentary r *- < or ds have dsn bm ome aval table. In the 
1 i <j j 1 f o f t ho - e dor / b t _ fu • d co ri t r ad i c t i o ns a nd those 
records Cover nment f i nd i t di ft i tul 1. to accept that the 
ea r 1 ier cor ic 1 usi i ms a r e der i s i ve . A t the same t i me 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inquiry I hope that in the 
light of this statement my Hun, friend will withdraw 
h i s mot ion ' . 

[ hr \ m \ f t e r Prof, m > ha vj i t hd r e w his rm. > t i on, Wh lie do i ng 
so he der lared in the (lous^: 

"Todays 1 cannot e-pmss my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today end -3 a crusade that in my humble 
way T was trying io conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at 1 ^ - 1 \ n Th it official Jy and legally 

Me t a j i i ■> no t * I 1 r ?* i • . 

The question of enfhtut m of the ashes kept in the 

Refikoji Temj lo in J =tpan « ^ ft rose of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Rose remained incorclu u uc fv indicated by the then Prime 
Minis! u r t h £ ' Mon e the Mover nment did not contemplate any 
fresh rejuiiy into f hr irchtni rt was, however, found that 
the p( 1 1 1 1 1 r ed ty s h 1 i ;n ha in the speec: h in t he H ou se had 
hem full, r tmine* : n t h* Hr^f- Ministry in the context of 
r ha Kho 7 1 * '■rncnis'Tion f uv.iinn-’. rid no fresh grounds 

r p ;m j 1 i r .m fm| b t in r 1 i ' t un h. > new ( Ofufii i ( r i Oh had 
hf pii in r.i t v him. if--' m ! i »- r wo , t ti^( nfoi f 1 , placed 

} -n f n I f I hr ri pfi w i f h t l» f *j ) 1 ntJ i n'j M oj 07 1 t 

'fir i - t in ■ » r N t j i m n t t: id F i i n j i ng r i T ashes to 
Tnr’i.i 1 1 1 h ■■ j ! oi h r m 1 inn W- h i *1 ready had two 

iiji : e n M,f <r [j j - -i [»t f nl Mfd.aji Sub hash Chandra 

r- ( * r r t a ■ * * ■ « - - • 1 ? 1 M« f ftp ta j' Subhash 

, y , . i * .. < . , I \ } . ‘ r O » ’ ! U i ■' »« t . ♦ ! 1 --v!> 


Taihoku. The HinisUv of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
yet anothei enquiry or /by bringing the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions. " 

The CO PA approved the proposal on 27 th February, 1991 
and the matter was laid at rest. 

( d ) Repp r ! of the J a pa nese Foreign Office: In a note 

/nrhate is-und b / the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy nf : India in Japan, dated January 31, 3956, 

the Foreign office forwarded a report prepared by their 
Ministry on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
incorporated the far* that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 PM The report, inter alia, 

included sequence nf events leading to the sad demise of 
Subhash nhandri Rose along with rough sketch map of 
the airport., aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital. This 
report wes taken into account by both Shah Nawaz Committee 
a nd K hos I a Comm i ss l or* n f Inquiry. 

UN r ON CAR T NF T UFOI SIGN OF FE RRUAR VP, 1 995 

2, 1 lie Union Cabinet had considered on February 8, 1995, 

the question of bringing Hie mm tn l remains of No taji 
Suhhzt’h Chunlr^ Rose frnjn lanan to India. While deferring 
a final decision, the cabinet directed that the 
dependabi lily nf the ar r angements i n Japan shou Id be 
properly ev^mrned and that a contingency plan for the proper 
upkeep of the moital remains should be drawn up. and that 
our Ambassador in Tokyo be specif iciaJ ly requested to look 
into these aspects. 

PRESENT ARRANSFMFNTS 

3. The ashes ate currently kept in an urn on the right 

side nf the main altar rn the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts {but within the city) of Tokyo. Like all shrines 
in Japan , there is no sncyr i by except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by Mm Japanese towards 
religious places the c -hr ine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes nf Net.a.ji irv* is visited by worshippers who do 
nn 1 riece 4 ~su ilv an the ' t > p v respect tn the ashes, 

s f rent u heni no nf <-.t ( m t i \ \ i c nr*t ] \ k- jy l a be r eceived 

! H m u , as tin i f l tt f nf urn ■ ■ I * I p of er » to all. 

Fin t \ \n- min p, uiv ii vjf t Mm F t cm n r*mld well revive the 
ntca -'.ion d ngue I inn™. From the . af aHeso that w^ should take 
the hi lirii; 


4. (he shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki* 

whose fat Ivu the pr ies t of the shi ine ear tier and had 

personally brought the ashes f r ofn faipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Sub hash Chandra Bose 
Academy* he is the youngest and is 55 years old* Rev. 
hoc hi zuk i appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We donate 
Yen 600, OOO annually* for the upkeep. It was felt, that the 
contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 million. 
As per PH * s directive dated 30 th November , 1995, HE A is 

processing the proposal to increase Government of India’s 
annual co n t r i bu t i o n to t hn Renko j i T etfip 1 e in Tokyo from Yen 
600 * OOO/ - to Yen One mi 1 1 ion. 

PRESSOR F rnR nr MOV At. OF ASHES m THAT A 

5. Our Ambassador ' r impression is that such pressure as 

there is, tomes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older arid who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Neta ji . Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. Hayashi , Secretary of fhe Bose 
Academy. He is * n poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 1 9 % 1994, Mr. Hayshi had said that that would be the 

last memo rial service "in k brp i r »g w i t h Buddhist tradition 
and p r ac b i * r" . While il A- nnt c]par that t.her^ is any rule 
for discontinuance of the merncu i. al service after 50 years, 
the younger mamtei s . f vhvh to be qui i c willi ng to carry on 
t he ffternor ,i a 1 ser v i oe a 1 though t hey wou Id all be happy to see 
Netaji’s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ce re mo ny . 

6. Ambassador's remarks on the "present a r rangemen ts " and 
“pressure fo» removal of ashes to India** were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by f nt pi in Secretary in June, 1995. 

VIEWS QE JAPANESE FMRFTGH OFFICE 

7 (a) The Japanese Foreign Office has asked us whether, 

i n v i pw of I Hr f o r 1 1 idorft i ng r 0 \ h a n n i ve r s a tv of Netaji T s 

dea tli an * the for t hr • mi i no c cut* ncry of his. bi r th’( January 23, 
t nog ) , w r > r op-t ?c t.n t Hr Mv M b^rl to f nd i a . This has 
[pph mot f 1 in h u.'Our* / r ,ih i nqu * i than a suggestion. If 

is unt m >ty Mi/i t Mi- r n-? r o i off r would do anything 

i ■ e M i v t iM'iMt M i u< f t .0 ~-~ci i no nm concur rencr 
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(b) During EAM’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAfi to Renkoji temple 
on R September, 3 995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Nnta ji hose. the background to the issue of 
Netaji’s ashes was better understood when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved, FMYK sought EAM’s candid 
assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The centenary celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of Netaji *s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion The Government's earlier decision to award the 
Bharat Patna to Netaji posthmously was challenged in the 
court on Hie ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
strongly that the ashes should be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Nohaji We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also continuing discussion with Netaji *s 
relatives to rsolve the* issue India is grateful to the 
Japanese Govei nmenl and people for protecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence FMYK d that many people in Japan 
have respect Tor Notaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here Howevet , he personally felt that it 
would he better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. RAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the a ,hes 
to India. In any case, the issue was pec ted to be 

resolved soon 



STAND OF THF RUSSIAN FOREIGN 0 r X rr 

8. 1 n a note verbal a ted October ?7 , i S9s , the Ministry 

of Foreign A f Taws of the Russian Federation, informed us 
that a- * result of investigations carried out at the 
neutral Archive] Coll c t. ion of the felei a) Security Service 
of Russia and the Russian * enH ^ for Retention and Perusal 

nf fjnr nrur fft s nf tk lu li Hi' lory, im i nf O! ma J \ op whatsoever 
has corn* 7- tn Huh* r - r ^ the f of buhhn Ji fhandra Bose on the 
territory nf He to in ' l r ‘ IP in l r1 -J3 and in subsequent 

v f a f s 


MFA'S SUGGESTIONS 

9. ME A suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 
Netaji’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
India's independence In doing so, the following 

prep a r a tor y act ion was envi saged ; 

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government to bring 
bad the ashes, m 

ii ) Alternatively, establ ishment of a committee to 
commemorate Netaji v s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of vat lour political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late leader's ashes to India. 

MHA V S STAND 

10 _ Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 
felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Rose family* particularly Shi i Ami ya Nath 
Bose, Netaji *s nephew, and individuals like Pi of Samar Guha 
and members nf the Fntuaid Bloc, arc not reconciled to the 
fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, he necessary to take members of Netaji’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 

appropriate memor ial invoj , ing * he mortal r emains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course. 

proposai nr ash is r. . ray tv cnn 

11. A^his r. Ray of CNN, who is fh ? grandson of Netaji *s 
elder brother visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at t tie Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shrl 
Ra y p roposed to the P r i me 'Minister, in a f ax message , to 
direct conducting of a DMA test which may provide conclusive 
and i rrnnt rnve r f i h 1 r sc i mf i r { n r y i dr nee as to whether the 
^shes at n^ntoii Temple .u f Nntaji’s or not , Further, he 
proposed that an Tnt.nrnat i ona 1 te/uu of ex no i ts , one of whom 
coidd to from run f NA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
lj) th N p jnh with a eat nf dcBi 'srs from the Hose family, 
the Foit-aid Block ai-d h l i l r ' He stated that a blood 
samp 1 e ■ * Hr? i tr* t .-4 i e j i f j < nn a tel a i t \ ^ a i id bone nar t icl es 
r r nrn the s ite nr ^ f ?okh fwhirh likely to exist in the 
, i r n nr i t • v ha i n f 1 im riadn h Hf ta jl ’e ADC Col . 

| r 1 J - 1 1 U h ■ ■ ► 1 r C ft r 1 ■ * 1 V f 



hr. Ashish Ray claimed that he learnt in November t 1995 
that Or, Taneypshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Hetaji Subhash Hose aftei ihe plane crash on August JR, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
rn]i naune int.pi viewed Mm, In a published article in the 
Statesman on Mr.*Ashish Pay stated categorically 

that Netaii Subhash Bose died after being i nvol ved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 194 5 and that Dr, 
YoSh i m 3 nonf i rmed in h i m hav i ng w r i t ton the dea th 
certificate of Meta j i Sub hash Bose, 

VTFWS HP NT TAJl'S DAHGHTFR 

I 2 . Ms , A r i j t a f 1 f a I f , N r t a j i s daughter f i om his Get man 
wife, had visited Delhi foi discussions with other members 
of the family and b er> in t ou< h with Hie Japanese Ambassador 
in He ] hi in February 1995 she had also written to some 
associates nf N^Ta ji , including Hayashi* EAH met her in 
Germany in October l97 r . During discussion with FAM, she 
expressed her willingness fu gn airing with the proposal of 
bringing back the ashes to India hut did not approve of the 
ON A test, 

V 7 FWC nr niHFR IMPORTANT MniRF R$ nr NFTAJT'G FAMILY 

13. While Oi . 51 sir Bose supports the i dea of bringing back 
the ashes. Or. Ami ya Nath Rose, Metaji’s nephew remains the 
most vociferous skeptic of fine air crash episode and 
opposes any proposal nf bringing back the ashes. 
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PRIME MINISTER' 
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i^ft - 110 011 
NEW DELHI -110011 


A suggestion has been received in this 
Office, including from some members of the family 
of the late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, proposing 
that the ashes presumed to be Netaji’s, which 
presently lie in an urn at the Renkoji Temple, 
Tokyo should be subjected to mitochondrial DNA 
analysis to try to resolve the controversy 
surrounding them. 

2. We would be grateful for comments on this 
suggestion . 



(N.K. Sinha) 
Joint Secretary to PM 
19.12.95 


1. Home Secretary 


\/2 . Foreign Secretary 


3. Secretary, Department of Biotechnology 


PMO U.O. No. 



19.12.95 





Rajat Saha 
Di recto i ( CHV ) 


iOP SECRET 




No . 25/ 4/NG0( Pt ) 


13th November , 1995 


Kindly refer to your letter No . TOK/ 102/2/92 dated 
24.8.95 forwarding herewith File No.5(l)NG0-I alongwith 
Part file No. 5.1.1 )NG0~I (No . Amb/PS- 1 1/56) . 

As instructed by FS a cony of your file 'and the folder 
has been t etained by NGO Section. 



I he original file alongwilh the part file is returned 
herewi th. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Yours sincerely 



Shri N. Ravi 
Minister & DCM 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo 








DCM 


TOP SECRET 


N. Ravi 


Minister & Deputy Chief of Mission 




TT Z\Tt- 

Embassy of India 
2-2-1 1 Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo-102 
Telex: 2324886 (1NDEMB) 
Phone: (03) 3262-2391 
Fax: (03) 3262-1273 


No.TOK/1 02/2/92 


August 24, 1 995 



My dear 



Please find enclosed File No. 5(1}NG0-l (Subject: Ashes of 
Shri Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in original and part file No. 5(1)NG0-I 
(No.AMB/PS-ll/56). Since the press clippings are very large in numbers, 
they are being sent by bag leaving Tokyo on 27th August, 1995. 


Please acknowledge receipt of these two files. 


Shri Rajat Saha, 

Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Yourssincerely, 

oL 

fNTRavM ^l 9 
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Telegram 


TOP SECRET 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 


© 


CRASH 



DTG AUG 241600 
DTR AUG 241400 
Year 1995 


No. 11. 

Shri RAJAT SAHA, DIRECTOR ICNV) from N. RAVI , Minister 
and DCM. 

/ 

Reference your telegram No. 5738 dated August 23, 19 95. 
A? instructed by you, files regarding the ashes of Netaji 
/\ ^W>UBHASH CHANDRA BOSE have been sent by hand of Pilot of AI-307 
V vide Bag No. 34-New Delhi(AIR) dated 24.8.95. The flight 

reaches Delhi around 1700 hours 1ST today (24.8.95) Thursday. 
Grateful arrange collection. 






FS: DIR/XNV 


SECTION OFFICER (CCB) 
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TOP SECRET 


From : Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 


CRASH 


No. 5738. 



Copy No. 


DTG AUG 231645 
DTT AUG 231720 
YEAR 1995 


N. RAVI , DCM from DIR(CNV). 

Refour telecon of today regarding file on Netaji* 
FS desires that the file be sent immediately repeat 
immediately by special bag. Intimate despatch details. 


FS : DIR^CNV. 
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